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(FENERAL NEWS

In Memory of MMrs Lorane Raab

It is with deep sadness that we share the news of the recent passing of St John’s D.S.G. stalwart and legend, Mrs
Lorraine Raab - beloved wife of Prof. Roger Raab (Past Chairman of the St John’s D.S.G. Board), mother to Old Girls,
Elizabeth Burzack (Class of 1982), Caroline Birch (Class of 1984) and Conrad Raab, and proud grandmother.

Mrs Raab was the visionary behind the magnificent gardens that
continue to bring such beauty and tranquillity to St John’s D.S.G. ‘
today. Passionate about South African flora, she dreamed that
every St John’s D.S.G. girl would learn to appreciate, nurture, and
love indigenous plants. Working closely with the architectural
landscape of the school, she carefully selected only indigenous
trees that would complement the gentle scale of the buildings.

Under her guidance, the St John’s D.S.G. gardens flourished into
something truly exceptional, so much so that they were featured
in The Natal Witness Open Gardens. According to former Natal
Parks Board member, Dr David Johnson, her work was described
as “one of the best indigenous school gardens in South Africa.”

Many Old Girls and past staff will fondly remember Mrs Raab in her signature wide-brimmed white hat and
coat, walking confidently through the gardens and directing Mr Mandla Dlamini (past Gardener) on where the
next plants and trees should take root. Her keen aesthetic sense also extended to the school’s buildings,
where her guidance and collaboration with architects helped shape the harmonious look of the campus we
know today.

As Mr Reg Zammit, current Vice-Chairman of the St John’s D.S.G. Board, so beautifully said:

“Lorraine was such an integral part of St John's D.S.G. for more years than | can remember. Her legacy lives on
through the beautiful gardens and indigenous forest that she created and nurtured. May she rest in eternal
peace.”

PinkDrive Fun

At the end of this term, our Junior School girls took part in the St John’s D.S.G. PinkDrive Swimathon, helping to
raise much-needed funds for this wonderful cause. Excitement filled the air as the girls arrived at school dressed
in pink, proudly showing off their colourful cozzies around the pool while enjoying the fun with friends and
family.

Girls from Grades 1-7 swam in their Family Groups, aiming to complete as many lengths as possible within the
allotted time. Together, the girls swam an impressive 351 lengths in just one hour and raised around R8700 in
support of PinkDrive. Well done, girls!




PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Hearts of Gold O Yy,
In the spirit of strengthening our community, the St John’s D.S.G. Parents’ Association is ch, %

delighted to introduce a new initiative: Hearts of Gold. This project brings together a
small group of St John’s D.S.G. parents who hope to make a meaningful impact through &2, Q
simple, heartfelt gestures - the kind that feel like they come from family, yet are rooted % %

d¥ I

in our school community. %

No one ever wishes their school were less caring, and with that in mind, we hope to stand alongside our families in
moments of joy as well as times of hardship. Whether it’s celebrating the arrival of a new baby (perhaps a future
St John’s D.S.G. girl!) or offering comfort after the loss of a loved one, our aim is to build a community that
supports one another through all of life’s seasons. This is no small undertaking, especially in a school that serves
girls from age four to eighteen. But as someone once said, there are no ordinary parents at St John’s D.S.G. - and
we believe wholeheartedly in the strength and warmth of this community.

How will it work?

Gently and thoughtfully to begin. At the start of next year, class mums will reach out to note any families who
prefer not to take part in this initiative. Hearts of Gold recognises that this work requires sensitivity, discretion, and
respect, and we are committed to honouring each family’s wishes. If you experience a major life event - one you
would ordinarily share with your daughter’s class teacher - we kindly ask that you also inform your class mum or
Grade Head. With your permission, she will pass this on to the Hearts of Gold team. A member of the group will
then be in touch and deliver a small gesture of support in the days that follow.

At its heart, this initiative is about genuine care and connection - a simple way to acknowledge that every St John’s
D.S.G. family matters, and that we are stronger together. Growing girls with heart and leading by example.

Parents” Association Committee Farewells

We want to say a BIG “thank you” to the incredible Parents’ Association Committee members who are stepping
down at the end of the year - Ant Metcalf, Jacques van Rooyen and Simonne van Zuydam.

Thank you for all the time, energy and heart you’ve poured into St John’s D.S.G. - from organising events to
offering support, sharing ideas and always stepping in when needed. You’ve helped keep our school community
connected, supported and thriving. We're so grateful for everything you’ve done and the spirit you’ve brought to
the PA.

Staff Appreciafion Day

On Support Staff Appreciation Day, 20 November, the Parents’ Association celebrated and thanked the incredible
St John’s D.S.G. support staff for all they do. Their behind-the-scenes dedication is what makes our school such a
beautiful and special place, and we are deeply grateful to every one of them!




UNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Grade 4 Botanical Gardens Oufing

The Grade 4s recently enjoyed a beautiful morning at the Botanical Gardens, where they spent time together
collecting pinecones, playing games, and reading under the trees. It was a perfect way to celebrate the end of
their year together.

Grade 2 Robotics Wffﬂéé

The Grade 2s recently enjoyed a wonderful morning with their
pen pals from St Charles College. To round off the morning,
the boys and girls were treated to delightful party packs. It was
a busy, joyful morning filled with teamwork, creativity, and
discovery - a memorable experience for all!

Grade © % / Oufing To El Olam

The Grade 6 and 7 girls recently visited El Olam in Eston
for a morning of team building and other fun activities.
Part of the day’s programme involved going to the Hope
Valley Farm School, where they got the opportunity to
interact and read to the children in Grades R - 2.
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Simply the Nafivity
Our Junior Primary stars captivated their audiences with their year-end nativity play, “Simply the Nativity”. This

unique and heart-warming production kept both the youngest (and oldest!) audience members thoroughly
entertained while beautifully sharing the true message of Christmas.

A BIG “well done” to our talented actresses and the wonderful Junior Primary teachers for bringing this special
performance to life!

Grade 7 Farewel Dinner

The recent Grade 7 Farewell Dinner was a special evening for the girls and their teachers, marking a beautiful
celebration of the girls’ time in the Junior School. They spent the night dancing, laughing, and enjoying more than
a few sweets and treats! A BIG “thank you” to the Grade 7 moms who came together to create such a lovely
evening.

Recognition Ceremonies

In the last week of term, we held Recognition Ceremonies for both our
Eaglets and Grade 1 - 7 girls to celebrate their outstanding achievements
for the year. Congratulations to all our Junior School girls for their
determination, enthusiasm, and courage shown in 2026! Special thanks to
our Catering Team for the delicious tea and the stunning Class of 2025
cake, which included small edible hearts with the names of every Grade 7
girl in honour of their departure to the Senior School.




CENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Grade 9 Projects

The Grade 9 History classes recently completed their family history task,
which involved interviewing and researching the life and times of one of their
grandparents. At first, many of the Grade 9s assured us that there was “no
one remotely exciting” in their families to research. Yet by the end of the
term, they were genuinely amazed by the adventures and rich, varied lives

their grandparents have led.

The project asked the girls to interview their grandparents and use a range of historical techniques to present
what they discovered. One of the greatest pleasures during marking was looking through the wonderful family

photographs the girls chose to include.

Boarder Christmas Dinner

Our Boarders recently enjoyed a festive “Gold and White”

Christmas Dinner, complete with dancing, photo booths, and even
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My Grandfather and
his wife exiting a

service together in the

Cathedral.

a spinning selfie stick! It was the perfect, happy way to unwind |

after exams and wrap up a busy term.




SpoRTS NEWS

Inferhouse Basketball

Our recent Interhouse Basketball matches were packed with much energy and skill. Hermann claimed third place
with 14 points, Bayly secured second with 17, and Lucas soared to victory with an impressive 18 points!
Congratulations to all players for an exciting afternoon!

Parents vs Daughters Basketbal

This term, some of our enthusiastic parents joined our girls for some fun Basketball matches. It may have been the
first time some of them had ever played the sport, but that didn’t stop the competitive spirit!

Our wonderful coaches may have been a little biased toward the girls, but needless to say, our littlest “Yellow
Hoops” ran circles around their parents!

Tennis

Congratulations to our two St John’s D.S.G. 1st team Tennis
players who have been selected for KwaZulu-Natal School’s
Tennis Teams.

&K U19A — Kate vB
¥ U15B —Perrin R

They will be playing in the Tennis South Africa Inter-Provincial
Tournament to be held from 7 — 11 January 2026 in Pretoria.
Wishing these girls every success for their National
tournament.




Indoor Hocke

The SASHOC inaugural Hational Schools’ Indoor Hockey tournament take place from 30 November to 4 December
hosted by KZN Coastals at Kearsney College and various Highway Schools’ venues. We congratulate our 25

St John’s D.S.G. “Yellow Sticks” Indoor Hockey Players (and two non-travelling reserves) who have been selected
for KZN Inland Indoor Hockey Teams. Play your hearts out and represent your school with pride and
sportsmanship.

We also have a number of our St John’s Coaches and staff very involved in this tournament:
*¥Mr Philip Smerdon (U16A Coach), Mr Chunky Mtolo (U14A Coach)
*XMrs Casey Laubscher (U14B Manager)

Mrs Lyn van Breda (KZN Inland Safety Officer & Tournament Co-ordinator)

—

Congratulations to Bailey L who has just been selected to represent South Africa at the 2025 African Youth

Games in Luanda, Angola for swimming. She joins a squad of 91 athletes across 12 sporting codes. Well done,
Bailey and we wish you well for your event.

Special congratulations to our Matric swimmer Milla, our Swimming Vice-Captain, on
her acceptance to study and swim at Michigan University in the United States of
America. We are so excited to follow this next chapter of her journey. Milla moves
from our “Yellow Fins” Squad to The University of Michigan Wolverines Squad.

Indoor Rowing

On Saturday 22 November, Lily M and Hayley B represented
uMgungundlovu at the KZN Indoor Rowing Championships in
KwaMashu. In this event the girls were required to race against
athletes from other districts using indoor rowing machines that
are networked together to show each rowers progress and
place. It is a tough event, but the girls trained hard.

Lily was placed 2nd and Hayley was placed 3rd. We are very
proud their achievements.




Music NEws

National Marimba Compefition Success!

On 29-30 September, two of our talented St John’s D.S.G. Marimba Bands travelled to Michaelhouse to take part
in the National High Schools’ Marimba Competition. The girls were incredibly excited to perform, dedicating
many hours of rehearsal in preparation for this national event.

Both bands entered the Mzansi Fo Sho!, Rhythm Fusion, and Global Harmony categories, competing against 22
schools from across the country.

Our girls played with passion and heart, and their hard work
truly paid off!

Congratulations to our Grade 7 Marimba Band, who
achieved 2nd place in the Primary Schools’ Section.
Congratulations also to our Performance Marimba Band,
who received:

¥3rd place in the Global Harmony Category

t 1st place in the Development High Schools Section

Their performances were outstanding, and the adjudicators
described St John’s D.S.G. as “a force to be reckoned with.”

We are so proud of these talented musicians for
representing our school with such excellence and spirit!

Thank youl

As 2025 draws to a close, the Music Department takes a
moment to reflect on a truly inspiring year of music-making.
From performances and examinations to concerts and
collaborations, we have witnessed incredible growth, talent, and
commitment from our girls. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
all the girls for their hard work, dedication, and passion, as well
as to the parents and staff for their unwavering support
throughout the year. Music continues to play an important role
in the life of our school, bringing people together, nurturing
creativity, and enriching our community. It has been a wonderful
year, and we look forward to going from strength to strength in
2026. As Shakespeare so beautifully said, “If music be the food
of love, play on.”




