July 2024 Old Girls” Newsletter
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Welcome to the first edition of the 2024 Take Heart Newsletter. | can’t believe we are already halfway through the
year!

We have loved seeing many of you these last few months - from reunions to special gatherings. It's always
heartwarming to see old friends come together to reminisce and create new memories.

As Old Girls, you are an integral part of our community, and we are excited to reconnect with you and share the
latest news, updates and stories of fellow Old Girls, as well as a snippet of what’s happening at our beautiful school,
St John’s D.S.G.

We hope you enjoy the read.
Jane Cole-Edwardes (née Rogers, Class of 2002) and the rest of
the Old Girls' Committee.
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Utra Marathon Super Star

Christy Richards (Class of 2015) recently participated in the Ultra Trail
Drakensberg, GCU65km race. Christy says, "It was the longest run, by about
10kms, that | have ever done, but the views on the trail were so worth it. | had
some uHambo flashbacks along the way, which kept me going. It was such an
incredible event, and | will definitely go back to run again. It has been the
highlight of my year so far!"

Cambridge Dream

Kelly Pearson (Class of 2017) has recently been accepted to Cambridge
University. This has been a dream of hers for many years; when she was in
boarding in Grade 10, she even had a photo of Cambridge University posted
on her cupboard. She has been accepted for a Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
in Development Studies, which studies the best (and worst) methods and
practices used when developing the third world. It's an incredible
nine-month degree that will put her steadily on the path of her career
dream.

If any Old Girls may be willing and able to help support Kelly financially in
achieving this dream, please contact her directly at
kellycherithpearson@gmail.com.

Top Influencer

We were super proud to hear that Old Girl, Mihlali Ndamase (Class of
2014), was recently announced on Daily Dubai as South Africa's most A
influential Influencer in Africa and the Middle East. Well done, Mihlali!
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Grade 8 Moms and Daughters

It was lovely to welcome the 2024 Grade 8s to
St John's D.S.G. at the beginning of the year.
Seeing how many Old Girls' daughters in the
group made it even more special! We do not
doubt these girls will enjoy their time at St
John's D.S.G. and create lifelong memories, just
as their moms did.




Matric Girls and Moms

In Term 2, St John's D.S.G. held the 2024 Matric Dance. The girls
looked exquisite in their beautiful dance dresses, but what made the
evening extra special was seeing our Old Girls, who currently have girls
of their own in Matric, joining in for a fun-filled and memorable

evening.

Pictured: Belinda MacDonald (née Macleod-Henderson, Class of 1993)
with daughter Genevieve, Nicki Macquet (née Greyling, Class of 1993)
with daughter Rebecca, Kelly Bekker (née Zammit, Class of 1995) with
daughter Kate, Lucy Kewley (née Pilcher, Class of 1994) with daughter
Mary and Sandy Wetherill (née MacFarlane, Class of 1993) with
daughter Lauren.

Old Girls™ Day

On Saturday, 11 May, St John's D.S.G. welcomed back over 150 special
Old Girls to celebrate St John's Day 2024.

The day started with a Chapel Service, followed by a delicious tea while enjoying live music performed by the
Junior School girls. Highlights of the day included the exciting 1st team Hockey match against St Anne's, followed
by a tasty lunch, which included lots of laughter and reminiscing about past school days.

A BIG 'thank you' to all who joined us for such a magical day — especially those who travelled from afar!




e

We love hearing news of our Old Girls getting married...

Chloe Muil (née Barnard, Class of 202 1)

Chloe married Ivan at the beautiful Torwoodlea Lodge on 24 February.
Chloe says, "My best memory from my wedding day was standing at the
end of the aisle, seeing lvan waiting for me at the altar, knowing that our
life together was about to begin — | felt nerves, excitement and love all
rolled into one. It was such an emotional moment for us, one that we

will never forget." \

Jenna Reade-Jahn (née Smith, Class of 20 18)

Jenna married James at the exquisite Highberry Farm Wine Estate in
Somerset West on 11 May. After a week of inclement weather, they
were lucky to wake up to glorious sunshine on their wedding day!

Jenna says, "My best memory of the day was seeing our families and
loved ones coming together and having a good time."

Sarah Hampson (née Currie, Class of 20 14)

Sarah married Neil at Fordoun Hotel and Spa in the KZN Midlands.
Sarah says, "Our best memory of the day was celebrating with our
nearest and dearest."
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Emma Taylor (née Erasmus, Class of 2012)

Emma recently married Mick at the stunning Providence
Country Estate in Nottingham Road, KZN. Emma and Mick met
in Grade 8 through the many St Charles and St John’s D.S.G.
interactions and remained friends until they finally took an
interest in one another at the age of 25. The best memory of
their special day was having the privilege of so many overseas
family members, travelling from Canada, Australia and
England, to celebrate with them.

Sara Armstrong (née Chubb, Class of 2017)

Sara married Stuart at the gorgeous Sweethome in Eston, KZN. It
was the most beautiful day to celebrate with all their favourite
people. What made it extra special was that three out of the four of
Sara’s bridesmaids were her friends from school - this just shows the
true meaning of sisterhood that is developed at St John’s D.S.G.

Ny
Claire Orchard (née Griffin, Class of 2004)

Claire got married on 4 May on her family farm in Mooi River. The
celebration took place in their farm shed,which was transformed
into a beautiful and magical space. It was an unforgettable day filled
with love and happiness, as family and friends gathered to
celebrate. The evening was capped off perfectly with the college
boys performing their famous 99 Red Balloons dance, making it a
truly memorable occasion.
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‘Claire and her bridesmaids, three of whom are Old Girls -

Cara Rutherfoord (née Hackland, Class of 2004), Gill Miller (née
Pooler, Class of 2004) and Kiki Crouch (née Wood, Class of 2004)
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SOUTH AFRICA
Hilton/PMB: Mary Millward (née Quicke - 1985) marymillward3@gmail.com
Nombulelo Zulu (2014) bulelombanjwa@gmail.com

Midlands/Kamberg/Notties:
Kelly Sivright (née Gaylard - 1999) kelly@glengarry.co.za

Winterton/Bergyville:
Lindsay Du Plessis (née Carte - 2002) lindsaycarte@gmail.com

Durban:
Puvithra Naidoo (1991) puvithra@me.com

KZN North Coast:
Kirsty Heath (née Bowles - 2002) bowlzie@hotmail.com

KZN South Coast: K—NT
Geneé Kilgour (née Liebenberg - 1987) kilgour@mweb.co.za

Gauteng/JHB:

Grace Buthelezi (2014) fanelegrace@gmail.com

Nombulelo Zulu (2014) bulelombanjwa@gmail.com

Candice Seggie (née Leo-Smith - 2000) candiceseggie@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL
U.K. (London):
Christina Haralambous (2000) christine.haralambous@gmail.com

USA & Canada:
Paula Owen (née Munro — 1996) info@paulaowen.ca

Australia (Sydney):
Lauren Tischendorf (1998) Imtischendorf@gmail.com

Australia (Perth): =
Jo Pletts (née Bird — 2004) jopletts@gmail.com \ L——%—

New Zealand:
Kirsten Holder (née Talbot — 2003) kirstenmarieholder@gmail.com

Middle East:
Meagan Bremner (2010) meagenmbremner@gmail.com

UNIVERSITY REPS

Wits:

Nana Mwenechanya (2017) nanamwene@gmail.com Tuks:

Nombulelo Zulu (2014) bulelombanjwa@gmail.com Michelle Niebuhr (2017) michelleniebuhr@gmail.com

If you would like to get together with fellow Old Girls in your area, please show an interest to the Area Ambassador/s in
your area, who will gladly assist or help organise a get-together/zoom chat.
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Music FesTiva

The S.J.S. Music Festival, part of St John's Day 2024, was a hugely successful event which saw the St John's D.S.G.
community - families, students and Old Girls - come together in a safe, enjoyable and entertaining environment.

Headlining this year was former parent and current Board Member Ms Audrey Mbuyazi - a seasoned singer-song-
writer, author and playwright. With many years of experience and her debut album released in 2008, Audrey's music
embraces a broad genre, including African ballads, soul, jazz, classical and even disco. Having shared stages with
renowned artists like Hugh Masekela and Joseph Clark, Audrey always brings a wealth of talent and passion to every
performance. One of the highlights was seeing her share the stage with her daughter, Tsungai (Class of 2019).

Other on-stage performers included:
The St John's D.S.G. music performance groups from the Junior and Senior School and the KwaZulu-Natal Youth Wind

Band.

The day of live music was a wonderful occasion for the SIS community to gather and enjoy the array of music.
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Old Girls” Support

Every year, the St John's D.S.G. Parents' Association hold a raffle as part of their ongoing fundraising efforts for
identified projects for the school. The school was blown away by the continued offer of support from some of our
special Old Girls.

Loretta Mecklenborg (née Carte, Class of 1993), Catherine Duff (née Carte, Class of 1996) and Lindsay du Plessis (née
Carte, Class of 2002) sponsored a two-night stay for four people at their beautiful Montusi Mountain Lodge (valued
at R23 544), and Megan Bedingham (née Carte, Class of 1991) and Lesley Anderson (née Carte, Class of 1994) kindly
sponsored a two-night stay for two people at their amazing establishment, The Cavern Drakensberg Resort & Spa
(valued at R9 600).

These incredibly generous prizes enabled the S.J.S Parents' Association to raise a whopping R103,000, which will go a
long way to support the school over the coming years.
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St John's D.SG. Launches their Podcast

St John's D.S.G. has launched its very own parenting podcast, "Parenting with Heart," featuring their Chaplain, Rev
Di, Counsellor, Mrs LiAnne Oberholzer, and Head of Boarding, Miss Prosperity Ndimande, along with their Deputy
Head: Student Affairs, Dr Berni Borain, as interviewer.

The objective of the podcast is to come alongside parents in this challenging age to grow their capacity to face
external threats and create authentic connections with their children.q

To listen to the first episode, please click on the YouTube picture!
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Parenting with Heart Podcast: Episode 1. Looking up



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxylo50bSls&t=57s
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FUNA

Now in its 25th year, FUNK remains a beloved annual school
production, sparking immense enthusiasm! This year, the St John's
D.S.G. FUNK piece, entitled "Navigating Grief's Staircase," was
dedicated to little Caleb Jordaan, Mrs Megan Jordaan's
(Administrative Assistant) youngest son and Mr Dean Tyson's
(Deputy Principal: Head of Academics) youngest grandson, who
sadly passed away earlier this year.

Photo Credits: Jessica Ahderson and Paul Henman

Please consider choosing St Johns D.S.G. as your beneficiary on your
MySchool Card. With every swipe, the St John's D.S.G. Old Girls will
receive a percentage of your spending.

Please click on the ‘My School” card to sign up.


https://www.myschool.co.za/
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We would love to get in touch with all our special Old Girls. Please take a minute to click on the heart below to

update your contact details. W Mﬂa
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We know that not everyone has access to online resources, so if you know of an Old Girl who is not online and

who would benefit from having information posted to her, please email Jane Cole-Edwardes on

oldgirls@stjohnsdsg.com with their name and postal address.
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If you aren't already following our St John's D.S5.G. Old Girls' social
media pages, please do so by clicking the link below. This is where
we keep you up to date with what our Old Girls are up to, as well as
any vital information regarding reunions, date changes and future
events. .
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https://www.stjohnsdsg.com/old-girls-association/update-contact-details/
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsdsgoldgirls/
https://www.facebook.com/sjsoldgirls/

