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This week saw the Indoor Hockey Staff All Stars vs Girls match being played. 
 
The All Stars’ players may not have been in their primes, but this didn’t hold them back as their spirits and 
enthusiasm were sky high. A few years of experience definitely played the part in allowing the ball to do the talking 
on the court when the legs were slower than possibly desired.
 
It was a good afternoon of hard played Hockey and a great finish to the season with some staff, girls and parents 
coming to support - which was greatly appreciated by both teams. The final score was 7 – 6 to the All Stars. 
Well done to everyone who participated.

Girls vs Staff Hockey 

St John’s D.S.G. supports professional development and growth and has committed to 
ensuring our teachers receive on-going training.  With the inclusion of technology in the 
classrooms, we have embarked on a journey where by all academic staff have 24-hour access 
to learning via an online platform. We are currently signed up with a company called PurpleZA 
who offer teacher training that models the pedagogy that educators should be teaching. They 
offer fun, interactive, relevant and practical courses that are accessible anytime and 
anywhere. 

Here are a few sentiments from a couple of our teachers:

Keeping up to date!

“The courses on PurpleZA, with the ‘chunking’ of learning, is very 
palatable and manageable. I am really enjoying the platform.”  
Jackie Keevy-Muir
 
“PurpleZA makes me so excited for the future as well as the 
development of education.” Leila Erasmus
 
Collectively staff have spent over 350-hours on upskilling them-
selves since September this year and we look forward to what is to 
come. 



To finish off the Indoor Hockey season St John’s D.S.G. held a Daughters vs Parents Hockey match.
 
The parents turned up in their numbers, coming with the intention to show the girls "how it's done!" The game 
was played in good spirits and was pretty evenly matched throughout. On a few occasions there were some 
family match ups, which no doubt had bragging rights on the line.
 
At the end of the day, the Parents managed to come out on top with a 6 - 4 win. Well done to all who played and 
supported – it’s been a great season of Hockey.

This week, we formally opened the Old Girls’ Gables, the day scholar waiting area that has been built at the 
Harwin Rd entrance. A big “thank you” to the Old Girls’ Association for funding the build and to our Parents’ 
Association for furnishing the area with benches.

Girls vs Parents 

Old Girls’ Gables 



Despite the cold and wet weather, the St John’s D.S.G. Parents’ Association 
held their annual Fishing Competition at Thornlea Dam last weekend 
(26 - 27 November.) Even the inclement weather couldn’t keep the diehard 
fishermen (and women!) away. The best part of the weekend though, was 
when the tagged bass was caught bright and early on the Sunday morning. 
Congratulations to Danie Niemann for bagging the R25,000 prize! One of 
our very own St John’s D.S.G. dads, Shaun Kyle, won the overall prize for 
catching the biggest bass, weighing in at 2.079kgs. 

Thank you to all those who supported the fundraising event. It was fantastic 
to see so many St John’s D.S.G. families there!

THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
St John’s D.S.G. Fishing Competitions D.S.G. Fishing Competitions D.S.G. Fishing Competition



The most important and long-term fruitfulness though, is the choice to change. Our girls have learnt about 
transformation in Chapel this year. This transformation focuses on a spiritual maturity, it brings about a change that 
no longer conforms to the behaviour of the world. This is achieved by renewing our minds, it is an inward spiritual 
transformation that manifests itself in outward actions. Applying this in today’s society would look a little like this: 
instead of responding to hurt with revenge, we should replace revenge with love, understanding and empathy. 
Being a parent brings about an immense privilege to be in a position to teach our children. Equip, equip, equip - use 
every teachable moment to grow wisdom and develop character in your child. The opposite of this is when we are 
not honest with our children, which leads to disempowerment as we enable them to continue down a path of 
deceit. 

As we head into the festive season, we are reminded of the true meaning of Christmas. Jesus was born in a time of 
chaos and uncertainty and yet He brought a peace, love and hope to all of mankind. May we, as families, hold onto 
this promise. May we choose to recognise our choice to believe and to follow Jesus as our living hope. 

Wishing safe travels, rest and renewed strength for each family. We look forward to seeing most of you return in 
2023. Wishing our Grade 7s a successful Senior School career.

 

Looking back at 2022, we recognise so many successes. We have witnessed 
independence being nurtured and seen it blossom into an attitude of “I can”. 
Our Family Groups have been a vehicle in building pathways for 
communication and trust within the Junior School - it is always encouraging to 
see our senior girls engage with and nurture the younger ones. 

Our #Gratitude125 theme this year has been spot-on and coincided well with Ms Wiesinger’s speech at 
Prize-Giving where she spoke about choices. We have the intellectual capacity to make choices regarding our 
attitude, character, servant heart and growth. Making healthy, conscious and intentional choices should lead to 
growth. Choosing joy can be challenging, but it comes from a grateful heart. A positive and honest attitude 
produces good fruit - this could be in our friendships and our relationships with our children, to mention a few. 

Wishing safe travels, rest and renewed strength for each family. We look forward to seeing most of you return in 
2023. Wishing our Grade 7s a successful Senior School career.

Welcome to “The Caring Connection,” a monthly parenting article written by 
Mrs Michelle Gevers, our Head of Pastoral and Student Affairs in the Junior 
School. 

Junior School News 
The Caring Connection
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In November, our Junior Primary girls wowed their audiences with their very modern – and highly entertaining – 
nativity play entitled, “Don’t be Afraid!” This unique, hilarious and heart-warming story not only kept the youngest 
(and oldest!) of audience members thoroughly entertained but also shared the important message of the Christmas 
story.

Well done to all our fantastic little actresses, our wonderful Junior Primary teachers and Miss Parsons 
(Junior School Drama Teacher). 

Don't be Afraid! 



This year the Grade 5s studied ancient culture in History, which recently culminated in an Egyptian 
picnic to experience a day as an Egyptian. Some of the tasks, prior to the event, were to research 
what foods the Egyptians ate, utensils they used, games they played and clothes they wore. 

The girls enjoyed their outdoor picnic whilst listening to ancient Egyptian music, admiring one 
another’s outfits and sharing delicious authentic snacks. The Grade 5s thoroughly enjoyed their 
morning being slaves, pharaohs and other Egyptian characters. 

In the last week of term, our Eaglets attended their very own Christmas Party! Despite the cold and miserable 
weather their spirits were high, with many singing and dancing along to the festive Christmas carols. 

Egyptian Day 

Party time!



Junior School Prize-Giving 
This term, we hosted our Junior School Prize-Giving and were honoured to have had Miss Petra Wiesinger as our 
guest speaker. It was an emotive morning as she spoke to the girls, parents and staff at would be her last Junior 
School Prize-Giving, before embarking on her exciting adventure to Johannesburg in 2023. With Miss Wiesinger 
having been a part of the girls' Junior School journey for their whole time at St John’s D.S.G., her wise words truly 
meant so much.

A big “well done” to all our prize winners on their outstanding achievements. Their determination, enthusiasm and 
courage has shone through. Thank you to our Catering team too, who put together the most delicious tea, 
especially the beautiful ‘Class of 2022’ cake which recognised each of one of our special Grade 7s! 
 



Senior School News
Art with Heart 
Take a look at some incredible art done by our Grade 11s…



This term, our “Yellow Needles” reached their target of 
knitting 125 scarves to commemorate 125 years of 
St John’s D.S.G.  All the scarves have been donated to 
Thandani Children’s Foundation. 

A big “thank you” to Mrs Marx and the girls for all their 
time spent on this worthwhile initiative. 

We are excited to announce that our 2023 Afrikaans subject pupils (Grade 8 – 12) will be the first to receive their 
very own Hartklop work book. 
 
Mrs Bernadette Johnston, our Head of Afrikaans, has worked on this ‘passion project’ since the start of lockdown in 
2020. Her vision was to create a learning tool that was creative and meaningful and which deviated from the 
traditional textbook instruction books and the ‘old way of teaching.’ 
 

Hartklop 

Mrs Johnston says, “Hartklop 
(translated “Heartbeat” after the 
School Magazine and ethos of the 
school) epitomizes the essence of 
what is required for a FAL pupil to 
achieve their personal best and is a 
recipe for success which the girls can 
build on until Matric.” 
 
A big “thank you” to Mrs Johnston 
for all her hard work and creativity in 
compiling this incredible new 
learning (and teaching) tool for our 
school; we are blessed to have such 
passionate and dedicated teachers 
like you. 
passionate and dedicated teachers 

125 Scarves for 125 Years  
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Sports News
Saints Premier League
Here are the league results from the final, played on Monday, 7 November.
1st place: Tigers
2nd place: Elephants
3rd place: Bears
4th place: Hedgehogs
5th place: Seals 
6th place: Rhinos
7th place: Deers
8th place: Eagles

Our SPL (Saints Premier League) has come to an end. The league was a huge success with all the players really enjoy-
ing the “relaxed” environment, while gaining so much experience from their coaches and fellow team mates.

Player of the Tournament: Jenna Ross (Grade 10)
Most Improved player: Tessa Hayward-Butt (Grade 8)
Top Goal Scorer: Olivia Potter (Grade 8)

Well done to all involved for the energy and enthusiasm put into making this such an exciting league. 
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Crowned Champions

Congratulations to the St John's 
U13A “Yellow Hoops” for being 
crowned champions and to 
Tatham Siebert (Grade 7) who 
was selected for the top 10 All 
Star team at the end of the 
tournament. 

Coaches Appreciation Dinner
This month, St John’s D.S.G. hosted our Annual Coaches 
Dinner, where a delicious meal, great fellowship and many 
good laughs were enjoyed. We are extremely grateful for the 
many coaches both internal (Sports Department) and 
external that contribute to the success of sport at St John’s 
D.S.G. and who feed into the lives and the development of 
our girls.

We have a total of 52 external coaches and more than 15 of 
them have coached at the school for 10 years or more. Many 
of them have represented Provincial and National teams in 
their sports that they coach, as well as other non-school 
sports. We really appreciate their time, effort, energy, 
expertise and passion for what they do.

This month, our U13A “Yellow Hoops” took part in the PMB Basketball Championship 
Tournament. They had an incredible afternoon of sport and placed first in their pool 
by winning all four games. They proceeded to the play off stages where they came up 
against Laddsworth in the semi-finals and won 15 - 7.  They then progressed to the 
finals vs Longmarket Girls’ School, where they won 12 - 0. 


