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FUN Q&A WITH MS LAATZ

On Wednesday, 1 February we warmly welcomed Ms Wendy Laatz 
to the St John’s D.S.G. family. Ms Laatz has been appointed as the 
new Junior School Headmistress. 

What a whirlwind the last two months have been! Looking back, I 
realize the significant influence people have in our lives. The gentle 
guidance and encouragement of those closest to me, helped to give 
me the courage to act on God’s nudges to apply and accept the 
position of Junior School Headmistress. Although the role holds 
enormous responsibility, I am extremely excited for the years 
ahead!

For as long as I can remember, I wanted to be a teacher. I often joke 
with my family that it’s because my sister never let me be the 
teacher when we played endless hours of ‘school-school’. I was 
always relegated to the role of ‘student’, which meant I had endless 
worksheets to complete and punishments to endure. If any of you 
have older siblings, I’m sure you can relate! 

Having been part of school communities for close to thirty years, 
educating children has become an integral part of who I am. It 
gives my life meaning and keeps my heart full. Because of the 
incredible schools I’ve had the privilege of working in, I have been 
exposed to an abundance of empowering leaders and inspiring 
colleagues, many of whom have become close friends. These are 
the people who continually hold me accountable, encourage me to 
question best practice and who take me out of my comfort zone in 
order to stay relevant. This has made me the educator I am today, 
and more than anything, I feel a deep sense of responsibility to give 
back. 

This year, my personal focus will be on nurturing relationships, and 
as a Junior School, to build on the significant foundations that have 
already been established. Together, we will continue to work on our 
girls’ fundamental skills, so that they have a steady platform for 
launching more complex thinking skills. Without question, we will 
also continue to prioritize innovation in our teaching.

Whilst my time at school is extremely fulfilling, in order to keep 
some sort of work-life balance, I savour every opportunity to curl 
up with a good book, bake or get my hands dirty in the garden. But 
mostly, my favourite pastime is connecting with special friends and 
family and being kept on my toes by my beloved niece and nephew.        

As my journey at St John’s D.S.G. begins, I look forward to connect-
ing with many new people and I pray for God’s deepest blessings 
on our school for a rewarding, happy and peaceful year ahead. 
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Do you prefer sweet or 

savoury?? 

Savoury

What’s your Favourite 

movie?
“The Great

est Show
man”

Where were you born??

 Johannesbu
rg

Beach or Berg?? Berg  
What was the last book you read?? “The Emotionally Healthy Leader” by Peter Scazzero



A very warm welcome to our other new staff members who have also recently joined the St John’s D.S.G. family this 
term.

Mrs Nikki Lock: Head of Physical Sciences (Senior School)
Mrs Pippa Nipper: Grade 4 Teacher
Mrs Jessica Liebenberg: History Teacher (Senior School)
Mrs Lyn van Breda: Sports Co-ordinator
Mr Phillip Smerdon: Sports Coach & Co-ordinator (p/t)
Miss Kaila-Lee Jacobs: Intern & Boarder Mistress
Miss Kyra Davids: Intern & Boarder Mistress
Miss Casey Willows: Intern & Boarder Mistress
Miss Mary Molefe: Intern & Boarder Mistress
Miss Monica van der Linde: Intern 
& Boarder Mistress

It is so great to have you all as part of our 
school with “Big Heart!” 

The annual P.A.Golf Day is scheduled on Friday, 
28 July 2023.
 
Please make sure to get in touch with Mrs 
Heather Evans on hevans@stjohnsdsg.com for 
futher information or to reserve your 4-ball.

Sponsorship options are available and prizes are 
welcome! 

THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

A Warm Welcome 

Save the date! 

We can't wait to see 
you there! 



In 2022, St John’s D.S.G. entered the largest number of candidates for the IEB Matric examinations in its history. The 
78 candidates faced the challenges of the Matric year with determination, having bravely faced the difficulties of 
COVID-19 and online teaching in the previous two years.

• 78 candidates wrote and 76 (97,4%) achieved Bachelor Degree passes. 
• 174 subject Level 7 symbols (80% or more). This is 32% of all the results. 
• 183 subject Level 6 symbols (70 – 79 %). This means that 64% of all marks were 70% or higher. 
• The girls achieved an average of 2,23 distinctions per candidate, with 66 girls achieving at least one distinction. 
• On average, the girls achieved 4,54 Level 6 or 7 passes per candidate. 

Our top achiever for 2022 was the first student at St John’s D.S.G. to offer 10 subjects for Matric. Bethlehem Shimelis 
achieved an incredible 9 distinctions and a Level 6 pass for the Further Studies Mathematics elective module, with an 
average of 94,2%.
 
Second in the grade is Erin Channon who achieved 7 distinctions and an average of 90,5%, follow closely by Abigail 
Oberholzer with 7 distinctions and an average of 90,3%. Congratulations to Abigail Oberholzer for also earning a place 
on the IEB Commendable Achievement List for achieving within the top 5% in 5 Subjects and achieving a level of 7 in 
Life Orientation. 

For the first time in St John’s D.S.G.’s history, four girls have earned a place on the IEB Outstanding Achievement List 
for achieving within the top 5% in 6 or more Subjects and achieving a level of 7 in Life Orientation. Congratulations to 
Erin Channon, Nadia do Vale, Bethlehem Shimelis and Jessica Wells on this incredible achievement. A well-deserved 
accolade. 
Fifteen girls achieved four or more distictions: 
• Nine Distinctions: Bethlehem Shimelis 
• Eight Distinctions: Jessica Wells 
• Seven Distinctions: Abby Anderson, Erin 
Channon, Nadia do Vale, Nitya-Yauvana 
Naidoo, Abigail Oberholzer 
• Six Distinctions: Sara Muil 
• Four Distinctions: Kate Dolbey, Kathleen 
Forde, Ezamaphemba Ntuli, Hannah Riley, 
Kayla Stead, Rachel Valentine, Calleigh Zunckel 

A number of our girls achieved places in the 
Top 1% of Candidates in various subjects as 
outlined below: 
 

In total, 11 girls achieved A aggregates (over 80% average in all subjects) and 39 candidates achieved B aggregates (70 
– 79%). This means that 74,3% of girls achieved A or B aggregates. The average overall mark achieved was 71,9%. 

We wish the Class of 2022 everything of the best as they walk into the future which is filled with great opportunities 
and adventures. May each girl achieve her dreams and succeed in whatever she puts her hand to in the year ahead. 

• Accounting: Bethlehem Shimelis 
• Business Studies: Kathleen Forde 
• English: Bethlehem Shimelis 
• History: Erin Channon 
• IsiZulu First Additional Language: Ezamaphemba Ntuli 
• Life Orientation: Erin Channon and Bethlehem Shimelis 
• Life Sciences: Erin Channon, Nadia do Vale and Bethlehem Shimelis 
• Mathematical Literacy: Megan Anderson, Sara Muil and Sarah-Jayne Wyllie 
• Mathematics: Bethlehem Shimelis 
• Physical Sciences: Bethlehem Shimelis

Our Outstanding Matric Results 



We are so proud of how well our new Grade RR Eaglets have settled into “big school!” 
They all started school with a smile and couldn’t wait to explore our play area and get to 
know their new friends.

Mrs Bolland and Mrs Ndawo can’t wait to watch these special little girls blossom and 
grow as the year progresses. It is hard to believe that they will be the Matric Class of 
2037! We wish you lots of happy and special memories as your time at St John’s D.S.G. 
begins.

Junior School News 

Grade RR First Day  

Junior School News Junior School News 

begins.



If you haven’t already heard,  St John’s D.S.G. has a 
special and much loved member of the Grade 1 
class, Caramel the Bear.
 
The Grade 1s of 2019 were the first class to 
welcome Caramel to the school. Over the past five 
years, Caramel has been involved in many activities 
and has travelled to countless destinations with her 
Grade 1 friends. 
 
This year’s Grade 1s were ecstatic when they 
learned that they would be getting a "new" 
Caramel! We are delighted to report that “Caramel 
Amber” is now safe and settled in her new home!
 
The good news is that the old Caramel has been 
returned to her first class of 2019, who are now all 
grown up in Grade 5.
 
It seems that this magical bear has captured the 
hearts of the girls over the years, with even the 
parents and grandparents enjoying the company of 
our class bear. We look forward to hearing what 
Caramel Amber gets up to with her new Grade 1 
friends. 

 

Grade 7 Trip to Tala
On Wednesday, 25 January, the Grade 7 girls embarked on 
an exciting team building camp to Tala Game Reserve. 
The overnight stay was filled with many activities, which 
had the girls working together and coming up with 
strategies to complete their fun tasks.

On top of all this, they were treated to a talk on snakes 
(that kept the girls spellbound!), followed by a “Class 
Potjie” - the result was a MasterChef worthy dish, enjoyed 
by all. 

The night ended off with a beautiful evening game drive 
before everyone settled back in the hall for some 
well-deserved sleep. Before making their way back to 
school the following morning, they enjoyed an interesting 
and thought provoking talk from “Rave Rhino” a security 
organisation that protects the Rhinos at Tala Game 
Reserve. 

The Story of Caramel



Senior School News

Grade 8 Orientation

A very BIG “welcome” to our new Grade 8s and their families who joined us at the start of the term for the Grade 8 
Welcome Lunch.

It was a busy day with both our Day Scholars and Boarders settling in to start one of their biggest adventures yet! 

Welcome Grade 8s 

It’s been just over two weeks since we welcomed all our 
wonderful Grade 8s and their families to St John’s D.S.G. 

The girls' orientation weeks have been filled with so many fun 
activities to help them settle in and find their feet. It's been 
great to see the start of so many special friendships! 



Matric Blessing 

Khazimula Children’s Home is a home for neglected and abused 
children in need of a place of safety.  It is situated in the 
picturesque Midlands near the community of Lidgetton West and 
serves the children of the surrounding areas. There are currently 
22 children in the home between the ages of 8 and 18. 
 
At the end of last year, when Caitlyn Peckham and Kelly Godfrey 
(now Grade 11) heard that these children were possibly not going 
to receive any Christmas gifts due to the financial constraints that 
the charitable organization is facing, they decided to do 
something about it. They started a Santa’s Shoebox project and 
collected toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, body lotion, 
deodorant, Vaseline, clothing and toys for these special children. 
 
We are grateful to all the girls and parents who generously 
contributed to make this outreach project a great success. Mrs 
Lorraine Yoko, the chairperson of the board at Khazimula 
Children’s Home, expressed her heartfelt gratitude to all those 
involved. 
 
The success of this project reminds us of the value we can all bring 
to a hurting world by doing little acts of kindness.

Spreading Christmas Cheer

What a very special start to the year for our 2023 Matric girls! Our Grade 12s recently took part in their Matric and 
Prefect Blessing. This is a meaningful service conducted by our Chaplain, Rev. Pickford, to mark the Matrics’ position 
within the school and to recognise each girl as a leader with the potential to positively influence those in younger 
grades. 



Last week, we held our Grade 8 – 11, 2022 Prize-Giving to honour those girls who achieved incredible success last 
year. It was terrific to see the outstanding number of academic achievements our girls received.  
 
8 Grade 10 (2022) girls achieved Colours (requiring an average of over 85%)
9 Grade 11 (2022) girls achieved Colours (requiring an average of over 80%)
6 Grade 11 (2022) girls achieved Honours (requiring an average of 85% over three exam terms from the November 
exams in Grade 10.)
 
Well done to our prize winners, we are so proud of you all. 

Grade 8 – 11 (2022) Prize-Giving



Music News
Music Masterclass 
The pianist for the Royal Ballet, Mr Robert Clark, alongside Mr Dan Newell, 
trumpeter for the Royal Opera House, London Symphony Orchestra and 
London Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted a masterclass for some of our 
advanced musicians in Grade 11 and Grade 12 (Kamera Kader, Anri van der 
Meijden, Vuyolwethu Mlawu and Caitlin Davies).

Each girl gained insightful and valuable advice from world-class professional 
musicians, including anecdotes about their piece and composer, examples of 
how to play specific passages, and how to approach technically challenging 
sections. 

The girls learnt concepts in a different way, giving them 
a fresh perspective on their music and confidence on 
stage.

Art Workshop
The Grade 12s were recently given the opportunity to 
attend a workshop at Hilton College, where we got to meet 
four inspiring South African artists; Blessing Ngobeni, Nandi-
pa Mntambo, Bambo Siyiba and Mbali Tshabalala. We joined 
talks and live demonstrations by all the artists who briefly 
summed up their journeys. As a class, we learnt about the 
importance of self-discipline, confidence and using art to 
express our experiences. We are really grateful for the 
opportunity to have connected with these incredible artists 
and to have been immersed in their world for a day.
                                                                                        
Bella Bedingham
(Grade 12)

                                                                                                                                                                                

Each girl gained insightful and valuable advice from world-class professional 
musicians, including anecdotes about their piece and composer, examples of 
how to play specific passages, and how to approach technically challenging 



Sports News
Swimming
Milla Drakopoulos (Grade 11) has certainly 
made a splash in the swimming scene!

Together with her South African relay team 
(Emily Visagie, Rebecca Meder and Caitlin De 
Lange), they broke 3 African Records at the 
FINA World Short Course Swimming Champi-
onships held in Melbourne, Australia in 
December, 2022. The South African Women’s 
team set new records in the 4x100m medley, 
4x100m freestyle relay and the 4x50m 
freestyle relay.

Milla also participated in the individual 100m 
Backstroke and 50m Backstroke in cold 
weather conditions. Considering this is the 
second largest Gala, after the Olympic 
Games, 16 year old Milla competed against 
some very experienced swimmers and did 
well gaining valuable experience for future 
competition.

We are so proud of you, Milla and all of your 
hard work and dedication. We wish you, and 
Coach Wayne Ridden, luck as you continue 
on your quest to qualify for the Olympics 

Summer Splash Gala 
Congratulations to our Summer Splash Swimming Squad 
who travelled to Johannesburg recently to participate in 
the St Mary’s, Waverley Gala. After arriving in Johannes-
burg on the Friday afternoon, the girls had a training 
session in the pool and an early night! After swimming their 
hearts out at the Gala, they jumped back on the bus in the 
afternoon and made the long trip back home.

We are so proud of every one of our swimmers’ perfor-
mance, grit and determination. 10 schools participated and 
St John’s D.S.G. finished in 4th place. Well done to all the 
girls on their team spirit, camaraderie and care. They even 
managed to celebrate with the Matric Birthday girl, Clarissa 
Hardman!

Well Done, Girls! 


