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While most of us were winding down for the holidays after a long 
term, two of our awesome Estate staff were gearing up for an epic 
adventure.  

On 23 September, Mr Mzwakhe Khanyile embarked on the Karkloof 
100 Miler race. It was a nail biting event as he ran most of the way in 
third place, close on the heels of the two leaders. With lots of grit and 
determination, he managed to finish in second place in an incredible 
time of 19:30:03.
 
Competing in the 50 Miler event, was Mr Mdu Zondi. He also did 
incredibly well and finished in fifth place in a time of 9:56:07.

What an achievement! We are so proud of you both. 

The St John’s D.S.G. family has grown yet again!

Congratulations to Mrs Amanda Huntley (Grade 4 Teacher) and her husband 
who welcomed their little boy, Finn Bailey Huntley on 9 September. 

An Epic Adventure 

Caroline Howard
School Shop Manager 

Bushimani Ramushu 
Estate Manager

New Arrivals

A warm welcome to Mr Bushimani Ramushu who has joined us as Estate Manager. As well as Mrs Caroline Howard, 
who is our new School Shop Manager. 

Welcome

Bushimani Ramushu 



The St John’s D.S.G. “Yellow Boots” were out in full force at the end of last term for a fun “Staff vs Girls” Soccer 
match. Due to the large number of very keen staff members, we had to form two teams to ensure everyone got a 
run (and to help when some of the players were out of breath!) 

The afternoon of Soccer was enjoyed by all and this derby will certainly be included in our term calendars for many 
years to come! 

Emma Williams (Grade 8) absolutely loves playing sport and will always be found 
refining her skills on the Hockey Astro or in the Swimming pool! However, participating 
in the numerous tournaments and school sports tours and galas comes at quite an 
expense. To assist with these costs, her mom and dad (Sam and Ross Williams) tasked 
her to come up with a plan to assist in raising funds. As a result, Emma launched a 
swimming costume business and has already attended a couple markets to sell these 
funky cozzies.

Sam Williams says, “As parents, we are very proud of her for giving this business a try, 

Sizes available are 3 – 9 years for R220 each and sizes 30 – 34 for R350 each. Orders can be placed by whatsapping 
Sam on 0768621776.

as we always tell our children that unless they try something, they will never know if they will succeed or not!”

The St John’s D.S.G. “Yellow Boots” were out in full force at the end of last term for a fun “Staff vs Girls” Soccer 
match. Due to the large number of very keen staff members, we had to form two teams to ensure everyone got a 
run (and to help when some of the players were out of breath!) 

The afternoon of Soccer was enjoyed by all and this derby will certainly be included in our term calendars for many 

match. Due to the large number of very keen staff members, we had to form two teams to ensure everyone got a 
run (and to help when some of the players were out of breath!) 

The afternoon of Soccer was enjoyed by all and this derby will certainly be included in our term calendars for many 
years to come! 

The St John’s D.S.G. “Yellow Boots” were out in full force at the end of last term for a fun “Staff vs Girls” Soccer 
match. Due to the large number of very keen staff members, we had to form two teams to ensure everyone got a 
run (and to help when some of the players were out of breath!) 

The afternoon of Soccer was enjoyed by all and this derby will certainly be included in our term calendars for many 

It’s that time of the year again! To enter  a  team in the PinkDrive Swimathon  
with  Seals, enter online at www.swimathon-seals.com

Staff vs Girls Soccer 

Swimathon 

Business and Sport 



To celebrate World Teachers’ Day this week, the Parents’ Association 
organised a delicious coffee and brownie for all Academic Staff to 
enjoy!

The annual P.A. Fishing Competition is scheduled for 
the weekend of 26 -27 November. Please make sure 
to check on the school app (under the Parents’ 
Association icon) for more information on how to 
book your place. 

THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
World Teachers' Day 

Fishing Competition 

R200 per boat |  Food for sale | Braai facilities 

THE ST JOHN’S D.S.G. P.A.

INVITE YOU TO THEIR ANNUAL 

Adults R180  | Juniors R120 |  Family of 4 R450 

Sat 26 Nov: 13h00 - 17h00at Thornlea Dam 

Great 

Prizes Sun 27 NoV: 06h00 - 12h00 

two Tagged bass available R25K each! 
R25K Each! 

To book your p
lace, contact Heather on 033 386 8304 or 

hevans@stjohnsdsg.com. For more info, please phone Ross on 0846194761 or 

Zeenath on 0762086477.  Tagged Bass sponsored by 
Camping is available for pre-entries only. 

Booking deadline 23 November 
Early bird special at old 

rates

 (registration forms and payment need to be received by 26 October 2022)

Springboks vs England 

Shown at 16h00

Fishing Competition 



Alex and Brett Harris, co-authors of “Do Hard Things” refer to the opportunity teenagers have to be “counter-cul-
ture.” We have the opportunity through our parenting, to set the foundation for our children by making wise as 
opposed to convenient choices, which our children will mimic. The teen years are the launch pad of life - encourage 
your children to choose pathways that develop character and build strong character foundations. Making these 
choices and decisions is difficult and very often their grouchiness, rudeness or isolation that follows tempt us to 
want to fix the issue. We intervene as opposed to allowing the process of accountability or self-awareness to take 
place.

Being a history lover, I was reminded of the battle of Trafalgar in 1805. In one of the most decisive naval battles in 
history, a British fleet under Admiral Lord Nelson defeated a combined French and Spanish fleet at the Battle of 
Trafalgar, fought off the coast of Spain. This defeat was made possible by Horatio Nelson being strategic and 
changing tactics. Traditional naval battles took place by attacking the enemy from a parallel position but instead 
Nelson came at right angles. This strategic change brought about victory. Using this as an example, perhaps we as 
parents need to change tactics too. If what we are doing produces rebellion, deceit or division, look at a new 
approach, one that will bring about a success for the family unit.  

Focus on connecting with your children through quality time - through nature, reading or games. Allow them to be 
bored without placing a screen in their hands as boredom raises creativity and problem solving. Encourage play 
dates, get to know who your children like to be with. Ask yourself, “do I know how they will respond to a scenario?” 
and then ask yourself, “will they know how I will respond to a scenario?” Often, children will assume a parent won’t 
understand, will be angry or has no time to listen. Surprise them! Change tactics, show them understanding and 
compassion. Be slow to anger and demonstrate patience. Mentor attentive listening, making eye contact with no 
distractions and paraphrase to show comprehension. 

“Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be afraid for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will also help you. I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41v10. This promise was made thousands of years ago to the 
Israelites and still holds firm today. Trust God with your parenting, knowing that His character seeks goodness for His 
children. 

 

Welcome back to the last term of 2022. We ended Term 3 off on a positive and 
encouraging note after our “Smart Proof your Child” talk given by Rev. Di Pickford. 
This was recorded and shared on our school app, so if you missed it, I encourage 
you to please watch it. Understanding why we need to guard our children’s neural 
pathway empowers us as parents to set boundaries and to become 
“counter-culture” as opposed to going with the flow. 
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Welcome to “The Caring Connection,” a monthly parenting article written by Mrs 
Michelle Gevers, our Head of Pastoral and Student Affairs in the Junior School. 

Junior School News THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
The Caring Connection
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At the end of last term, our Junior School girls were visited by Mpact, a 
leading recycler of recovered paper and plastic. They came to award St 
John’s D.S.G. for placing 8th in the 2021 Schools’ Recycling Competition. 
As a school we collected an incredible 4.500 tons of paper and cardboard!

The Grade 6 ‘Eco Warriors’, who run the Singakwenza Waste-to-Toys 
project in the Junior School, were there to receive the generous gift. 
These ‘Eco Warriors” are a passionate group of girls who are entirely 
responsible for collecting, sorting and packing recyclable waste and 
making sure that it is clean and organised for Singakenza to collect for 
their Early Childhood Learning Programme. They do collections in the 
mornings before school and motivate the younger grades to participate.

Thank you to everyone involved with these organisations and remember 
every little bit counts towards a brighter and cleaner future.   

As a school we collected an incredible 4.500 tons of paper and cardboard!

At the end of last term, the Junior School hosted our first ever robotics 
event, the Yellow Bots Blast!  The purpose of the event was to give our 
girls the opportunity to collaborate with learners from other schools and 
to teach them to solve problems and communicate effectively through 
robotics. We hosted 55 learners from Grades 5 - 7 from different schools 
around Pietermaritzburg (Athlone, TWC, Longmarket Girls’ School), as 
well as their teachers and parents. 
 
The learners were put into mixed school teams and given a series of 
challenges to solve by modifying a driving robot and coding it. The 
afternoon was a huge success, with our girls enjoying the opportunity to 
collaborate and develop their skills. 

A big “thank you” to Mrs Evans (Junior School Resource Centre Teacher) 
for organising such  a  fun and successful afternoon, as well as to our 
Catering team for the awesome robot cupcakes! 

Robotics Blast

A Brighter Future 

Robot themed cupcakes made by our 
talented Catering team 



Grade 7 Energy Blast 
The Grade 7s have recently learnt about Renewable 
Energy. This fun, collaborative and interactive “Energy 
Blast” week encouraged the girls to think of different ways 
to make their own energy. 

The girls participated in so many fun activities from 
cooking a meal using renewable energy, peddling a bike to 
power a light, to making toy cars to demonstrate potential 
and kinetic energy. 



Senior School News

Halocaust Museum 
The Grade 9 History classes travelled to the Holocaust and 
Genocide Centre in Durban in the last week of the third term. 
Having learnt about Nazi Germany and the Nuremberg Trials during 
the term, the classes were able to deepen their knowledge about 
the Holocaust through the exhibition and the activities provided at 
the centre. The most memorable activity for the classes was the 
opportunity to use “AI” to ask a Holocaust survivor questions about 
his experiences. Listening to what he encountered made the 
historical event a personal experience.
 

Philippians 2:3-4 ESV / 30 helpful votes 
Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

Identity is a complex concept that weaves together many elements of a person’s personality and other traits. It 
includes whom we believe we are, not just in terms of our race, gender, religion or culture, but also in terms of the 
intricacies of our personalities. This term, understanding this rich tapestry has been the focus in Sister Circles, and 
our students have considered which objects might represent aspects of who they are, and they have also created 
biography bags for discussion on what you think is obvious about you, and which hidden aspects might be more 
personal or hidden. One person might be a studious St John’s D.S.G. girl on the outside, with clear hobbies and 
interests, but on the inside, it might be less obvious that she is an ambivert and requires downtime to recharge 
from the exhausting interactions during the day during which she may appear to be an extrovert. She may have 
dreams or projects that she undertakes in her private life that she might want to slip into the bag, or she may face 
barriers to learning that she finds challenging. 

Whatever the differences, each student could decide whether and what to share. It really was not important that 
everyone shared, rather it was important to note that we all have these other aspects of ourselves, and diversity 
included aspects that we might not even see. 

In Staff Connect, many of our discussions have centred on what our school’s identity is, and what is hidden and 
seen. We also spoke about Diversity, Equity and Inclusion following a visit from Rendani Tshililo-Baumgartner, who 
came to speak to us and other schools in our Collaboration Circle this month. Rendani reminded us that people 
can be more than one thing – we can be mothers, fathers, studious, fun-loving… She said that we are all moving 
along a spectrum of acceptance and discrimination and that it was our ongoing work and responsibility to disrupt 
our hidden biases and grow. Rendani also gave us practical strategies to implement tactical and operational 
change. 

We are taking inclusivity seriously and welcome your comments and thoughts. 

Dr Bernice Borain 
bborain@stjohnsdsg.com

Pastoral Postcript

“An unsettling range of emotions overwhelmed me as we learnt individual 
stories. Helplessness and sadness. Our contribution, a stone to remember 

those lost.” Rachel Evans

Having learnt about Nazi Germany and the Nuremberg Trials during 



Re-awards
Honours - Academics
Bethlehem Shimelis (Grade 12)
Jessica Wells (Grade 12)
Nadia do Vale (Grade 12)
Abigail Oberhölzer (Grade  12)
Nitya-Yauvana Naidoo (Grade 12)
Erin Channon (Grade 12)
 

2023 Leadership 
We are very excited to announce our 2023 Prefects: 

Holly Allwood, Kimberley Bowden, Mackenzie Bruwer, 
Simone Bruyns, Chloe Dellar, Jessica Dickason, Abigail 
Dunne, Alexandra Hewson, Ashley Khupe, Malebo 
Lazaro, Alyssa Maplanka, Jessica Meter, Caitlyn Naidoo, 
Olwethu Ngcobo and Dermika Pillay.
 
Meet our 2023 Head Perfects:

They are, from left to right: Sienna Porrill (Deputy 
Head Girl), Reese Peters (Head Girl), Alexandra Lutz 
(Senior Boarder Prefect) and Tamlyn Khan (Deputy 
Head Girl). 

Holly Allwood, Kimberley Bowden, Mackenzie Bruwer, 

Lazaro, Alyssa Maplanka, Jessica Meter, Caitlyn Naidoo, 

New Awards
Honours - Dramatic Arts
Abigail Oberhölzer (Grade 12)
Ruth Bromley (Grade 11)

Honours - Swimming
Jessica Meter (Grade 11)

Honours - Hockey and Sports
Aimee-Rene Jacobs (Grade 12)
 
Honours - Sports
Azania Mashigo (Grade 12)

Honours - Hockey
Caitlin Cotterell (Grade 11)

Honours Blazers 



Formal Dinner 

Interhouse Slam Poetry 
At the end of Term 3, the Senior School participated in the 2022 Interhouse Slam Poetry Competition. A Poetry 
Slam is an event at which poems are performed for competition, based on scores given by selected audience 
members or adjudicators. This year, the girls were lucky enough to be adjudicated by the talented Ayanda Khala, 
an avid Education and Development PhD scholar and Performance Studies lecturer at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Slam Poetry is loosely associated with the vocal delivery style found in hip-hop music and draws heavily on the 
tradition of dub poetry, a rhythmic and politicised genre. Others use storytelling, while some use traditional 
theatrical techniques including shifting voices and tones. Some poets use nothing but their words to deliver a 
poem, while others stretch the boundaries of the format, tap-dancing or beatboxing or using highly 
choreographed movements. Whichever style was used, these performances didn’t fail to comment on society, 
inspire and entertain!

The results were as follows:
Winning House: Rhodes
Second place: Athlone
Third place: Connaught

After two-and-a-bit years of very few performance opportunities, it was wonderful to see the girls back up on 
stage.

At the end of last term, our Grade 9 – 11 girls attended their formal dinner. It was such a lovely evening seeing the 
girls dressed up and enjoying themselves. Here a few happy snaps from the night…



Music News

Sports News

Music Eisteddfods 
Last term, our Junior School came alive 
with the sound of music!
 
In August, our Music Department hosted 
their fourth annual mini-Eisteddfod. In 
its inception year in 2019, there were 
only 45 entries, which grew to a whop-
ping 112 entries this year!
 
The girls participating (from Grade R – 
Grade 7) all performed beautifully with a 
total of 77 Gold certificates awarded 
(85% and above). There were even five 
girls performing at a Grade 2 musical 
level.

Music News

Equestrian Representatives

Well done to everyone involved - we love how passionate St John’s D.S.G. is about music!

Congratulations to our St Johns D.S.G Equestrian Representatives 
who won the KwaZulu-Natal SANESA High School Core league for 
2022. 

We are so proud of their achievements and commend them for 
their commitment, dedication and hard work.

Well done to everyone involved - we love how passionate St John’s D.S.G. is about music!

Congratulations to our St Johns D.S.G Equestrian Representatives 


