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“Curiosity is the wick in the candle of learning.” This well-known quote by William Arthur Ward was the basis 
for the staff professional development that took place on Saturday, 11 October. Lindsay Wesner of Purple ZA 
presented an engaging and interactive workshop with the Senior Academic staff and a few of the Junior School 
staff.  The possibilities and opportunities afforded by using technology in the learning process were explained 
and used. Staff had first-hand experience of being students in a class and being exposed to a number of tools 
that support the notion of inquiry based learning. They were then challenged to create a lesson in their subject 
using the principles of engaging, exploring, explaining, elaborating and evaluating whilst utilising meaningful 
technology. It was a fun filled morning that has set the tone for next year’s use of devices for our Grade 8s and 
9s.  As Albert Einstein said, “Learning is experience, everything else is just information.” Our teachers are 
passionate about taking our girls on a learning adventure! 

Staff Professional Development 

2021 has been an eventful year to say the least. It will be remembered for many 
things, however in St John’s D.S.G. history, it will be remembered for the year 
that the basher was hung up for the last time. After much consultation with 
many school stakeholders, the decision was made to remove the basher from the 
uniform list for 2022. 

Farewell to the basher 

If anyone would like to enter a team for the Pink Drive Charity 
Swimathon, please go to www.swimthon-seals.com! It is for a 
great cause!

St John’s D.S.G. has had a vast array of headgear throughout the decades, from the tri-corn to the yellow 
summer hat and the panama basher, to the more updated basher that we know today. 

We were absolutely blown away by the support we 
received last Friday at the Cut for CANSA event. 
Thank you to all who ‘made the cut’ and who 
sprayed their hair pink and donated towards it - we 
collected 82 ponies and over R3000. A big “thank 
you” to Blu-Gel Hair Studio for giving up their time 
to cut the hair. Well done to Abby Anderson (Grade 
11) for another successful event. 

Cut for CANSA

Swimathon 
So, as we say farewell to the basher, we will look back over its time 
with (mostly!) fond memories!
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Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mrs Michelle Barnsley (English Teacher), 
her husband, Chris, and big brother, William on the safe 
arrival of their precious son/brother, Daniel David Barnsley 
born in August weighing a decent 3.25kgs. We are so happy 
for you all. 

A reminder to those who would like to attend the P.A. 
Fishing Competition on 27 and 28 November to please 
book your place! Camping is available for pre-entries 
only and the booking deadline is 23 November. Please 
contact Mrs Heather Evans on hevans@stjohnsdsg.com  

Comrades Challenge 

For more information, please contact 
Mrs Jane Cole-Edwardes on 
jcoleedwardes@stjohnsdsg.com.

A reminder to those who would like to attend the P.A. 
Fishing Competition on 27 and 28 November to please 
book your place! Camping is available for pre-entries 
only and the booking deadline is 23 November. Please 

DON’T FORGET
TO ENTER! 

All COVID-19 protocols will be adhered to 

R200 per boat |  Food for sale | Braai facilities 

THE ST JOHN’S D.S.G. P.A.
INVITE YOU TO THEIR ANNUAL 

Adults R150  | Juniors R100 |  Family of 4 R400 

Fishing 

Sat 27 Nov: 13h00 - 18h00

at Thornlea Dam 
Competition 

To book your place, contact Heather on 033 386 8304 or 
hevans@stjohnsdsg.com. For more info, please phone Ross on 
0846194761 or Zeenath on 0762086477.

Great 
Prizes 
Great 
Prizes 

Proudly sponsored by

Sun 28 NoV: 06h00 - 11h00 

Booking Deadline 23 November 
Camping is available for pre-entries only. 

R25K! 
Tagged bass 

wins R25K! 

Update from theParents' Association: 
A big “thank you” to all who supported the P.A. Annual Raffle. Just over R20,000 was raised which will go a long 
way to support the school over the coming year. Congratulations to the winners: 1st prize, The Pike Family, 2nd 
prize, The Vermaak Family and 3rd prize,The Raw Family.

Thank you to the prize sponsors, The Cavern Drakensburg Resort and Spa, Kelwood Furnishings and Glengarry 
Holiday Farm for your generous donations – it is so greatly appreciated. 

Fishing Competition 

For more information, please contact 

The world’s biggest, oldest and most famous ultramarathon, 
the Comrades Marathon will be going ahead in 2022 and as 
St John’s D.S.G. will be turning 125 next year, we would like to 
encourage as many parents (and family members) who plan 
to run in 2022, to do so for the St John’s D.S.G. Running Club

P.A. Annual Raffle 



Grade 3 Tour to the Harvestry 
The Grade 3s recently enjoyed a fun trip to The Harvestry in Botha’s Hill. The day was filled with exciting team 
building activities where the girls were put to the test mentally and physically, all while supporting one another 
and engaging in some healthy competition. The first activity was a maze in which the girls had to navigate with 
their team through various checkpoints using a map. There were a few ‘scary’ surprises along the way and the 
teams had to keep their wits about them! They then participated in both an obstacle and commando course. 
These courses were challenging enough on the first attempt, but then those who completed the course 
successfully were given the challenge of a second attempt – BLINDFOLDED. The girls rose to the challenge and 
embraced the opportunity to be brave – some even did the course blindfolded and tied to a partner. Lastly, the 
girls experienced a thrilling ride on a zipline. All in all, this was an incredible day where the Grade 3s learnt 
valuable skills, worked as a team, supported one another, challenged themselves and overcame their fears. 
They arrived home exhausted, proud and united!
. 

Junior School News 
Grade 7 Tour to Bergventure 
This month our Grade 7s visited BergVenture. The class 
had a great time and enjoyed some much needed “girl 
time.” They took part in a variety of games and activities 
but the most notable were: the tree climb (where they 
had to hoist themselves up and ring the bell); ziplining in 
rainy wet conditions; and the obstacle course which 
needed a good amount of encouragement and team 
unity due to the extremely cold and muddy conditions. 
They were also treated to a performance by the 
Drakensberg Boys Choir, where the boys blew them away 
with their singing and left the girls wanting to return for a 
repeat performance!



music News
Chapel Chill 
This year’s Chapel Chill was an outstanding event, seeing both our Junior and Senior School girls 
performing on stage for an audience for the first time this year. The evening was attended by both girls 
and parents, who were spoilt with a variety of musical items including vocal solos, duets, marimba 
bands, orchestral pieces and instrumental trios. The idea behind this concert was to let the girls 
perform contemporary works in a relaxed environment, and to showcase the musical talent of the 
school. Overall the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended and performed on stage. It was 
so great to be able to host a live concert again!

There was great excitement as St John’s D.S.G. opened its doors to welcome parents to the first live 
concert in almost two years. Our Junior School girls could not wait to perform for their families. In 
spite of having had very few performance opportunities, our many Junior School music groups 
performed with aplomb. The audience was treated to a charming song by the Senior Primary Choir; a 
gutsy Grade 3 Recorder item; and a hilarious bedtime story by the Grade 4 Orff group, amongst many 
others. Our soloists were all very impressive in their command of a variety of instruments ranging from 
Violin, Guitar and Piano to Drumkit and duets! Congratulations to all our Junior School performers.

Junior School Gala Concert 
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Senior School News
Our Matrics have had a busy month – take a look at what they got up to in there last weeks of school. We wish 
them well for their final examinations!



On Tuesday, the Curious Conversations group hosted the first 
assembly back in the Theatre with the theme of Conversing not 
Converting. Bethlehem Shimelis and Azania Mashigo (both Grade 
11) oversaw an entertaining and enlightening session, reflecting 
on how conversations are not competitions, do not have a 
winner, and should be undertaken in a spirit of curiosity, respect 
and willingness to listen and learn. A group of Grade 11s 
performed thought-provoking skits, and read out Malebo Lazaro’s 
(Grade 10) essay – about embracing one another’s culture. 

We look forward to more occasions for complex, challenging 
conversations in the year ahead. 

Heritage Day Celebrations
Heritage Day came late to St John’s D.S.G. this year, but it was worth the wait. Being back to level one protocols 
has allowed us to pick up momentum with extra activities, and at the request of girls, we celebrated Heritage 
Day on Monday this week, which included interesting Form class discussions.



U15 Netball 

Junior School Swimming 

St John's D.S.G. Teams currently unbeaten! 

SPORTS NEWS

The St John’s D.S.G. U15 Netball Team, took part at the 
National Motsepe Championship Tournament earlier this 
month. The Motsepe Tournament is a National 
tournament, whereby each Province invites their top 
four, U15 Netball schools to compete against each other. 
 
The team played some excellent Netball over the two 
days. They played 10 games in total, won 4, lost 5 and 
drew 1. They made it to the semi-finals but lost 9-16 to 
Nelspruit and then lost 6 – 14 to Diamantveld in the 
positional playoffs. 
  
Mrs Londeka Zuma (Netball Coach) says, “We are really 
proud of how the girls played as it was a tough, hot two 
days. They played with so much grit and
determination.” 

Well done to our Junior School “Yellow Fins” who did so well at the recent 
inter-schools’ gala held at The Wykeham Collegiate last week. We finished 
in second place in the “A” Gala and third place in the “B” Gala. Well done, 
girls!

We have been thrilled to start playing some competitive sport again and competitive we have been! The level 
of skill and determination with which all girls have played has been so exciting to watch. The ‘’buzz’’ around 
the swimming pool as well as in the indoor centre has been great. Our 1st team Indoor Hockey has had 
convincing wins over:
• TWC
• St Anne’s College
• GHS
• Thomas More College

The 1st team Waterpolo has also had some exciting matches and their unbeaten season so far has wins 
against:

• TWC
• GHS
• St Anne’s 2nd team

It is clear that the girls have missed the competition side of playing sport due to Covid-19 regulations and it 
has been evident in the number of girls turning out to trials and practices as well as to support the other 
teams on match days. With not too many fixtures left to play before exams start we look forward to these 
continued excellent results and hold thumbs for a clean sweep of wins for the season!



U15 Netball 

Durban Premier League Hockey (DPL)

Honours Blazer 

This exciting concept is a private franchise outdoor Hockey league with six franchise teams competing in a 
tournament format. The DPL included some of the best players from the KZN Inland and KZN Coastal regions. 
With the concept starting in Cape Town, it’s the first of its kind in KZN and was formed with the objective of 
creating a top class Hockey competition for players in the u14, u16 and u18 age groups in our Province.
 
A number of St John’s D.S.G. girls, as well as two members of staff were drafted into the various teams and 
enjoyed the competition which has taken place over the last two weekends at Riverside Hockey Club in 
Durban. 

The girls who were involved were:
• u14 - Emma Williams, Emma Culverwell, Genevieve McDonald & Lamia Amod (Raptors)
• u14 - Rachel Phongo (Rebels)
• u14 - Jennalize Watt-Pringle & Derryn Millward (All Stars: coached by Miss Natalie Esteves!)
• u14 - Milan Michaux (Heat)
• u16 - Rebecca Macquet, Nompumelelo Shongwe & Lauren Bates (All Stars)
• u16 - Reese Peters, Kelly Godfrey, Cynthia Monokoane & Jess Allen (Royals: coached by Mrs Jenna     
 Dermick!)
• u18 - Calleigh Zunckel (Heat)
• u18 - Jessica Rochat (Raptors)
 
At the conclusion of the tournament three of our girls received awards:
o u18 Girls Player of the tournament - Jessica Rochat
o u16 Girls top goal scorer - Jess Allen
o u14 Girls top goal scorer - Genevieve McDonald

Congratulations to Jessica Rochat (Grade 12), who was 
awarded an Honours Blazer for Hockey during assembly 
this term.  
 
Jessica is passionate about Hockey and has worked 
tirelessly both at school and externally to hone her skills 
and improve her performance. One of her many 
achievements in the sport was being selected to 
represent KwaZulu-Natal Inland at National tournaments 
annually over her entire senior school career. 
 
Well done, Jess! We are very proud of you 



Heart-to-Heart with Robyn Kirkby
Old girls’ news 

What did you love most about St John’s D.S.G?? 
School was a happy place for me. We had a great class - there were only 26 of us so we knew each other well. 
In fact, when I was in Senior School there were only 262 girls in the whole school.  

What does success mean to you and how did St John’s D.S.G. equip you for life after school??
I think if I had been asked this question when I was younger my reply would have been a bit different - 
potentially less simplistic! Success? If one is happy with one's own little lot in life, not living a life of constant 
comparison, you are doing okay. Russel has always said that if you are happy to come home "to your own 
little castle", that is all that matters. St John's D.S.G. is a constant. I loved going to school and still today, there 
are seven of us from my year (1975), who are in daily contact with each other on Whatsapp. There is so much 
about school life that is transient, yet somehow St John's D.S.G. has managed to keep it safe, stable and 
secure.

What advice do you have for our current girls and their families??
If one is realistic, most of us only truly appreciate what a fortunate opportunity having been schooled at 
St John’s D.S.G. was, and what most parents sacrifice to afford us this privilege, only once we have 
experienced our time there, moved on and living in the real world. The girls are given a great start at St John’s 
D.S.G. and the rest is up to the individual.  

If she is not searching for spiders, hadedas or grasshoppers with her 
16-month-old grandson, St John’s D.S.G. Old Girl, Robyn Kirkby (née 
Frederick, Class of 1975) is filling her days by helping her husband, 
Russel, in his Medical Practice in Pietermaritzburg.
 
After leaving St John’s D.S.G., Robyn studied Radiography at 
Addington Hospital in Durban, completed a compulsory year at Eshowe 
Hospital and a year at Whipps Cross Hospital in the U.K. Whilst living on 
the South Coast, Robyn married Russel at the age of 28.

A few years later, they moved to Pietermaritzburg where he joined a university colleague in Practice. If that 
wasn’t enough excitement, after having their three daughters, Lindsay, Julia and Nikki, Russel and Robyn 
decided to embark on an adventure to Riyadh in Saudi Arabia. Their three girls had their hearts set on attending 
St John’s D.S.G., so 5 years later, they returned to South Africa, where Lindsay and Julia started St John’s D.S.G. in 
the Senior School and Nikki in the Junior School. 

Heart-to-Heart with Robyn Kirkby

Addington Hospital in Durban, completed a compulsory year at Eshowe 
Hospital and a year at Whipps Cross Hospital in the U.K. Whilst living on 

A few years later, they moved to Pietermaritzburg where he joined a university colleague in Practice. If that 


