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This year we welcomed Ms Sbongile Mshengu to the St John’s D.S.G. 
family in her role as Senior School Secretary. Since her arrival, Ms 
Mshengu, in her fun, loving and humble manner, has made a 
significant impact on the lives of girls, staff and parents alike who 
have had the pleasure of coming into contact with her. She has an 
enquiring mind, a passion for learning new things, and loves nothing 
more than acquiring new skills from those more experienced and 
who love to share their knowledge.

It was a pleasure to catch up with Ms Mshengu for this month’s 
edition of The Yellow Pages. 

What do you love about your job??
I love that I have the freedom to be myself. I love being able to assist and talk to different people and get to 
create a positive and friendly atmosphere for the girls, parents and staff. 
 
What do you like best about working at St John’s D.S.G.?
The best thing about working at St John’s D.S.G. is the love, support and encouragement I receive every day 
from my co-workers. I enjoy the trust and independence that I get given to get my work done. The feelings of 
being accepted and appreciated is what makes me love being part of this school.  
 
What 4 things do we not know about you??
    I have a great sense of humour - I like making people laugh.
    I love animals.
    I don’t like horror movies AT ALL.
    I have an incurable sweet tooth.
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Getting to know: Ms Sbongile Mshengu

1st prize: 2 night stay for 2 at The Cavern, Drakensberg. 
2nd prize: A piece of furniture from Kelwood Furnishings.
3rd prize: 2 night stay for 2 at Glengarry Holiday Farm, Kamberg. 

Should you wish to participate, you can make your purchase of raffle tickets (R20 each) via the School 
App under the Parents’ Association icon. You will need to complete your details and specify how many 
tickets you would like to purchase. We have even included details if you are purchasing on behalf of 
friends and family. All tickets purchased will be charged to your school account. Mrs Jane Cole-Edwardes 
will contact you via email with your raffle ticket numbers. 

The raffle draw will take place on Wednesday, 28 October at the P.A. 100 club function. 

P.A. Annual Raffle

2nd prize: A piece of furniture from Kelwood Furnishings.
3rd prize: 2 night stay for 2 at Glengarry Holiday Farm, Kamberg. 

Should you wish to participate, you can make your purchase of raffle tickets (R20 each) via the School 
App under the Parents’ Association icon. You will need to complete your details and specify how many 
tickets you would like to purchase. We have even included details if you are purchasing on behalf of 
friends and family. All tickets purchased will be charged to your school account. Mrs Jane Cole-Edwardes 
will contact you via email with your raffle ticket numbers. 

DON’T FORGET
TO ENTER! 

There is still time to purchase your raffle tickets to be in line to win 
some amazing prizes for this year’s Parents’ Association Annual 
Raffle Draw! 



100 Miler Winner!
Congratulations to Mr Mzwakhe Khanyile, a valued 
member of our Estates Gardening Team, who won last 
weekend’s Karkloof 100 Miler trail run. This is the second 
time that Mr Khanyile has won this prestigious race, and 
is currently the record holder for his run in 2019 with a 
time of 17hr27. 

Growing up in Pietermaritzburg, Mr Khanyile was 
unfortunately not able to finish his schooling career but 
spent hours working with his dad as a gardener from a 
young age. Carrying over the skills he learnt from his 
father, Mr Khanyile is still a talented gardener today and 
adds such value to his role at St John’s D.S.G. 

This will be the sixth year that our P.A. will be hosting this 
fundraising initiative, which has grown into a significant 
event on our social calendar. Ms Zeenath Hoosen, Chairlady 
of the P.A. says, “This is a family-orientated occasion, where 
adults and children are able to fish and camp together. As 
the emphasis is on family participation, we have catered for 
all ages within different categories, allowing for even the 
very youngest of fishermen (or women!) to take part. We 
even have a R25 000 prize for anyone who catches a tagged 
bass!”

The P.A. will, of course, be adhering to strict Covid-19 
protocols as dictated by Government and will put all 
necessary measures in place to ensure the safety of all. 

If you would like to book your spot, please go to the School 
App under the Parents’ Association icon and download the 
P.A. Fishing Competition Registration Form which needs to 
be completed and returned to Mrs Heather Evans 
hevans@stjohnsdsg.com. Camping spots are limited, so 
please book early to avoid disappointment. 

P.A. Fishing Competition

His love for running started in school at Umsilinga Primary where he had an enthusiastic cross country 
teacher who got him into running. This has stood Mr Khanyile in good stead for his running career which 
includes: 5 Silver Comrades medals, 2 Bill Rowan Comrades medals and the Longest Day Race title holder 
for 6 years in a row!

Congratulations Mr Khanyile, we look forward to all that is to come in your remarkable running career. 

Get your fishing rods and tackle boxes ready! It’s that time of the year again. The St John’s D.S.G. Parents’ 
Association (P.A.) will be hosting their annual Fishing Competition on the weekend of 27 – 28 November at the 
picturesque Thornlea Dam in the Tala Valley. A big “thank you” to our 2021 main sponsors, Vapoclox and 
Trellidoor.

All COVID-19 protocols will be adhered to 

R200 per boat |  Food for sale | Braai facilities 

THE ST JOHN’S D.S.G. P.A.
INVITE YOU TO THEIR ANNUAL 

Adults R150  | Juniors R100 |  Family of 4 R400 

Fishing 

Sat 27 Nov: 13h00 - 18h00

at Thornlea Dam 
Competition 

To book your place, contact Heather on 033 386 8304 or 
hevans@stjohnsdsg.com. For more info, please phone Ross on 
0846194761 or Zeenath on 0762086477.

Great 
Prizes 
Great 
Prizes 

Proudly sponsored by

Sun 28 NoV: 06h00 - 11h00 

Booking Deadline 23 November 
Camping is available for pre-entries only. 

R25K! 
Tagged bass 

wins R25K! 

please book early to avoid disappointment. 



Happy Spring Day
To celebrate the joys of Spring earlier this month, our Eaglets made their very own Spring crowns, ladybug 
puppets, ice-cream gardens and flower arrangements to take home. A very colourful and busy day was had by all. 

Junior School News 
100-Days Smarter 
The strangest thing happened last term: some 100 year-old grannies wandered into the Grade 2 classroom! We 
tried to ask them why they were there, but they couldn't quite hear us (over all the giggling.) We managed to 
speak to their teacher, Mrs Stretch, or Great-Granny Stretch as she was known for the day, and this is what she 
said, “Over the past year our girls have learnt lots of new things and are officially ‘100-days smarter!’ 

We are pleased to report that all the grannies 
thoroughly enjoyed their day and took part in 
lots of fun activities to mark this special 
occasion and in between, sipped tea, knitted, 
waited for the playground bus and of course, 
admired the beautiful St John's D.S.G. gardens. 
 

We like to celebrate this achievement as we get to talk through all the learning we have done and the learning 
that it yet to come. Through this we discuss our favourite parts of school and what we look forward to. We 
revisit our hopes and dreams from the beginning of the year and see if we are on track to meeting those goals. 
It’s also a great way to combine all aspects of the curriculum into a focused activity: we incorporate maths, 
reading, writing, life skills and a bit of drama leading up to and including the actual day itself. It’s a whole 
curriculum approach to learning, including the social piece of partner work and sharing collections.” 

Happy Spring Day
To celebrate the joys of Spring earlier this month, our Eaglets made their very own Spring crowns, ladybug 

We are pleased to report that all the grannies 
thoroughly enjoyed their day and took part in 
lots of fun activities to mark this special 
occasion and in between, sipped tea, knitted, 
waited for the playground bus and of course, 
admired the beautiful St John's D.S.G. gardens. admired the beautiful St John's D.S.G. gardens. 

that it yet to come. Through this we discuss our favourite parts of school and what we look forward to. We 
revisit our hopes and dreams from the beginning of the year and see if we are on track to meeting those goals. 
It’s also a great way to combine all aspects of the curriculum into a focused activity: we incorporate maths, 
reading, writing, life skills and a bit of drama leading up to and including the actual day itself. It’s a whole 
curriculum approach to learning, including the social piece of partner work and sharing collections.” 



A Loving Garden

Small School Big Art .
We have a number of budding young artists in our Junior School – take a look 
at some of these mind-blowing masterpieces…  

During the second term, the grade 6 girls studied photosyn-
thesis as part of their Science and Technology lessons. 
The girls learnt that all plants make their own food or glucose 
sugar, using the process of photosynthesis. In order to grow, 
plants need carbon dioxide, water and sunlight. To put this 
process to the test, each girl planted her own lettuce 
seedling in the last week of Term 2. As the weeks went by, 
the girls would check on the progress of their plants and
 (lovingly!) water them, usually during break times. Mr Zondi 
and his Estate’s team also kindly helped us with caring for 
these plants, especially during the holidays when no one was 
at school. 

There was lots of excitement on the last day of Term 3 as the 
plants were finally ready for harvesting and the girls were 
able to pick them and take them home to eat!
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We have a number of budding young artists in our Junior School – take a look 
at some of these mind-blowing masterpieces…  

Kaylee Naidoo, Grade 4

Lokulunga Nombewu, Grade 1 Emihle Nonxuba, Grade 6

Lubanzi Dlungwana, Grade 2 Lara Pandoo, Grade 7

Alwande Xaba, Grade 5



Junior School Mini-Eisteddfod
Last term our Junior School music girls got to impress their classes with their musical flair at our very 
own Mini-Eisteddfod, which is in its third consecutive year, with a total of 47 items and 33 girls 
participating. We had performances on the piano, guitar, violin, drumkit and singing.
 
The adjudicator, Ms Ilse Myburgh, is a well-respected pianist who frequently performs in the Midlands 
area and further afield. She was very impressed with our girls’ confident playing and encouraged those 
who had not yet tried an instrument to think of starting one soon. Our special prize-winners were as 
follows:
 
Best Junior Pianist: Emma Veenstra (Grade 1)
Best Senior Pianist: Lisa Du Toit (Grade 4)
Best Senior Instrumentalist: Victoria Burczak (Grade 7)
Overall Best Performer: Jessica Mcpherson (Grade 6)
 
Well done to all our girls who participated. 

Grade 7s

Grade 5s

Grade 4s
Grade 3s

Grade 6s Grade 1s



Senior School News

We are very excited to have announced our 2022 Head Prefects! For the first time in the school’s 124-year 
history we have announced two deputy head girls! They are, from left to right: Oratile Makakase (Deputy Head 
Girl), Olivia McDonald (Deputy Head Girl), Holokile Lebese (Senior Boarder Prefect) and Nadia do Vale (Head 
Girl). 

Congratulations to the following girls who received Honours Awards at the end of last term. 

New Awards
Swimming: Lindsay Foss
Hockey & Sport: Jenna Fyvie
Music: Kate Moore
Dramatic Arts: Rachel Bromley & Paige Jennings
 
Academic Honours (Re-awards)
Jodi Jefferys
Camryn Jordaan
Jenna Fyvie
Aneesa Rawat
 
Music Honours (Re-awards)
Malaika Mamabolo
Amahle Hadebe

Honours Blazers

Leadership 2022Leadership 2022



On Saturday, 11 September our Matrics arrived at school dressed to the nines to walk the red carpet 
for their 2021 Matric Dance: A Night at the Oscars. In order to comply with Covid-19 
regulations, the school safely accommodated the numbers in two separate venues - the Circular lawn 
(hosted by Mr Dean Tyson) and the Pavilion (hosted by Mr Simon Moore).

Guests were treated to an evening of sophisticated elegance and our catering team outdid 
themselves (again!) by preparing the most luxurious appetizers. 

A big “thank you” to the Grade 11 Dance Committee and Mrs Janine Jeary for their hard work and 
dedication in creating an amazing evening to pay tribute to our special Matrics.  
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Dancing

Gymnastics

Equestrian Update

U17  top 12 Hockey Tournament

SPORTS NEWS

Congratulations to Tayla Röhrs (Grade 8) who recently competed in the 
Regionals of MOVE! Dance Competition and has successfully qualified to go to 
Nationals in Cape Town from 1 - 4 October. She will be representing 
Pietermaritzburg and will be performing in a Trio & Group Dance. Well done, 
Tayla and all the best for this weekend!

At the start of September Lauren Wetherill (Grade 9) made the KZN 
gymnastics team and will be competing at the SA Gym Games in Pretoria 
in October. We are so proud of all your hard work and commitment, 
Lauren!

Congratulations to our u17 hockey team for being selected to partici-
pate in the South African u17 Top 12 Girls’ School’s Hockey Tournament 
in Paarl last weekend. 

The girls were delighted to be playing hockey and touring after two 
years of no tournaments and disruptions to their hockey season. As a 
top 12 hockey school event, the competition was tough and at times 
relentless. For many of the girls, the tournament was a great chance to 
experience some different styles of hockey and see the level of players 
across the country. Miss Natalie Esteves (u17 team coach) says, “The 
team can be proud of their performances and how they continued to 
get better throughout the tournament. They received a number of 
compliments from other schools about their tenacity on the field and 
good spirit.” 

St John’s D.S.G. finished 10th overall, which is an outstanding 
achievement against the best in the country, especially given that they 
were seeded 12th going into the tournament.  We are so proud of 
them.  

We were so excited to hear that Sage Slater (Grade 8) was recently selected to 
represent KZN in the South African National Equestrian Schools Nationals 
Tournament in Johannesburg for Show Jumping. Well done, Sage (and of course 
Dayzee, her loving horse!)

Morgan Jackson (Grade 12) recently achieved 2 Gold and 1 Bronze at the KZN 
Dressage Championships all while writing Trial examinations. She was awarded 
full colours for Equestrian at the end of Term 3. Well done, Morgan!



Heart-to-Heart with Corrieann Rattray Taylor
Old girls’ news 

What did you love most about St John’s D.S.G??
What I loved most was learning to be my own person and making some of the best friends that are still my ‘go 
to girls’ today! Our St John’s D.S.G. friendship group is a colourful, gorgeous bunch of special friends. 

What does success mean to you and how did St John’s D.S.G. equip you for life after school??
Being a boarder equipped me for life. The life skills that I learnt in the Boarding Establishment and around 
school have been invaluable. A few of the skills include, communication, decision making, self-awareness, 
compromise and empathy.

What advice do you have for our current girls and their families??
Special fellow St John’s D.S.G. girls and families: love with all your heart! Be brave and forgive! Follow YOUR 
dreams, girls and most of all give each other a chance. See the good in everyone and don’t be afraid to say, “I 
did OK and that is enough.”

Heart-to-Heart with Corrieann Rattray Taylor
A passionate and dedicated business lady, St John’s D.S.G. Old Girl, 
Corrieann Rattray Taylor (Class of 1987) has had the joy of running her 
own leather bag business for many years. This has come with many ups 
and downs, but these challenges haven’t changed the person she is. This 
shy, creative and tolerant lady, who is highly protective over what is 
important to her in life, went on to study Décor and Design after leaving 
St John’s D.S.G. She spent a few years working and traveling before 
becoming her own boss. Being a young wife and mother at the time, 
Corrieann decided to start her own business which evolved into the 
successful and stylish business that it is today. 

To top off her entrepreneurship success, Corrieann has raised two beautiful 
children, Hannah (28) and Blake (24). Though life has been difficult at times they 
have also experienced mountains of fun and love!  

Dancing

At the end of last term, the Junior School held their u11 and u13 Tennis 
Championships. Girls are selected by their coaches to participate, based 
on their performance throughout the year. 

Congratulations to the u11 winner, Emma Cole-Edwardes (Grade 5) and 
runner up, (her little sister!) Elizabeth Cole-Edwardes (Grade 3) and the 
u13 winner, Rebecca Zammit (Grade 6) and runner up, Emma Williams 
(Grade 7).

A big “well done” to all the girls who participated. 

Junior School Tennis Champs

Rebecca Zammit

Emma Cole-Edwardes


