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Some of the exciting things in this month’s edition: 

The Eaglets get creative in new ways.

Teacher Feature with Ms Londeka Zuma

Grade 11s trek into the heart of the bush

uHambo Update 

Some of the exciting things in this month’s edition: 

A group of our uHambo adventurers stopping to take in the scenic beauty of the snow-capped mountains!

Teacher Feature with Ms Londeka Zuma

Grade 11s trek into the heart of the bush



This year we welcomed Ms Londeka Zuma to the St John’s D.S.G. 
Sports Department as Sports Co-ordinator and Programme Developer 
for Netball and Basketball. Ms Zuma is a highly experienced coach and 
administrator and her passion, skills and enthusiasm have already 
been felt. She is a lively, feisty, friendly and considerate member of 
staff with an awesome sense of humour, who will always greet staff 
and girls alike with a warm and inviting smile. Ms Zuma’s daughter, 
Ziyanda, also joined us this year as a Grade R Eaglet. It was a pleasure 
to catch up with her for the August edition of “The Yellow Pages.”

What inspires you in your role? 
I am a very competitive coach! I enjoy winning, I coach to win (but I don’t believe in winning at all costs), so I 
always set team goals with my teams ahead of each season. Working towards the goals set is always so 
inspirational, not only for me but for my girls too. Every team is different, so I feel like I am growing all the 
time in my ability as a coach.

What do you love about your job??
Watching the athletes’ development, especially those girls who don’t have the biggest self-belief in their 
abilities. Seeing them get to the stage where they “UNLEASH THE SPORTS BEAST” within themselves 
(through hard work, team work and personal dedication) is unbelievably special. I also cherish the tears after 
winning a big game and the tears after losing a good game played. 

What do you like best about working at St John’s D.S.G.? 
The warmth and love of the small St John’s D.S.G. Community, it makes me excited every morning to come to 
work. And of course, having my daughter in Grade R, which allows me the “secret pop-ins” to catch a glimpse 
of her within her school environment – those are the best!

What 3 things do we not know about you?   
1. I am very impatient!
2. I cry easily.
3. I am a GREAT cook.
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St John's D.S.G. Turns 124 Years Old!
Last week, Friday, 20 August saw two very 
special birthdays! Our awesome Principal, Mr 
Moore (we won’t divulge his age!) and of course 
our super special school, which saw the years 
click over to 124!

2022, will be the school’s 125th birthday cele-
bration and we are so excited about all that is in 
store for next year. We have a whole heap 
planned, so start keeping a look out for some 
exciting things to come as we start the count-
down to an incredible milestone in our school’s 
history. 

St John's D.S.G. Turns 124 Years Old!



Just over a month ago, our Eaglets received a delivery of brand-new perspex art easels. At St John’s D.S.G., we 
embrace learning through play, and that is exactly what is happening as the girls explore this new equipment. 

Our Grade Rs creating masterpieces on their new perspex art easels.

Junior School News 

During the two weeks of the Tokyo Olympic Games, our Grades 1-7 girls participated in the Mathlete Games 
competition on the Mathletics program. The girls competed to earn as many points as they could by answering 
grade-appropriate questions in one-minute maths battles. The competition was run throughout the world and 
the girls competed live against students at their grade level from other countries, as well as against each 
other! 
 
The winners of the competition were announced recently and there was much excitement! We even had two 
sets of sisters win the overall class prize. How amazing is that! The winning class with the most collective 
points was Grade 5, Mrs Armitage. 
 
Here are the individual winners from each class:
Grade 1: Caitlin van Huyssteen 
Grade 2: Mijelo Mkondweni 
Grade 3: Keira van Huyssteen
Grade 4: Nakiwe Gwetu
Grade 5: Mandisa Gwetu
Grade 6: Okuhle Mbili
Grade 7: Lara Pandoo
 

The overall champion, with the most points scored in
the Junior School, was Nakiwe Gwetu (Grade 4.) Well done to all the girls, we are so proud of you. 

Mathlete Games 
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Robotics at St John's D.S.G.
When we heard that the Grade 2s were about to partake in their first ever Robotics lesson, we caught up with 
Ms Samantha Evans (Junior School Resource Centre Teacher) to find out more about the revolutionary
Robotics Programme offered right here at St John’s D.S.G.
 
When is Robotics introduced to the girls at St John’s D.S.G.? 
Robotics is introduced in Grade 2. They begin to learn to code in Grade 1, during their computer lessons, and 
progress to Robotics in Grade 2. 

What is the objective of teaching Robotics and what did the girls do during their first lesson??
The Grade 2 Robotics programme aims to introduce the girls to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
and Mathematics) concepts and skills, with the goal of them having a strong foundation from which to build 
onto in future Robotics lessons, as the level of difficulty increases with each grade. In their very first lesson, 
they learned about what Robotics is, the components of Robotics, how to build a basic robot, how the robot 
connects to the device, and how to code the robot using basic block coding. In the first lesson, they achieved 
this through the building and coding of a glowing snail that lights up in different colours. Since their first 
lesson, we have moved on to incorporate motors and sensors into our robots. 

How does Robotics benefit our girls?
Robotics has many benefits, as it incorporates a wide variety of STEAM skills and concepts. The curriculum 
does not tell the girls everything they need to know. Rather, it makes them question what they know and 
explore what they do not yet understand. The girls engage with Science in a way that makes it real and rele-
vant; investigate, model, and design solutions; develop programming skills; practice collaboration and pres-
entation skills; and grow their critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  

We asked some of the Grade 2 girls what they thought about their first Robotics lesson - this is what they had 
to say:

As with all easels there are numerous benefits to easel painting, in addition to this, painting on a perspex easel 
adds further benefits:

Our girls can explore the texture of paint and the science of mixing colours without using paper. Children love 
that mistakes can be easily erased with a quick clean of water.
A 3D element is introduced: girls on the opposite side can see each other’s paintings and can add to each 
other’s work.
Mirror images can be created, which is very good for directionality and position in space.
Creativity is encouraged and enhanced, as are conversations and sharing as the girls combine ideas and   
create together. They begin to see one another’s perspectives and adapt their own ideas to work 
collaboratively and creatively. 

As one of our Eaglets concluded, “These are so cool… I can see my friend on the other side and we can share 
our drawings.”

to say:
We asked some of the Grade 2 girls what they thought about their first Robotics lesson - this is what they had 

“I lov
e how

 

creati
ve you

 can 

be with the
 block

s.”

Phuph
a Ndlazilw

ana

“I like how 
the robots get to move.” 
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To celebrate Women’s Day this month the Grade 1s brought their baby dolls to school. This was a great 
opportunity for the class to discuss motherhood and the girls got the chance to share their own baby 
stories with their friends. The Grade 1s conclusion was that mothers are amazing! We certainly agree 
with that, girls!

Grade 1 Dolly Day
The excitement levels where high for the Grade 2s during their first ever Robotics lesson.

Our Grade 1s nurturing their babies. 



The WildernessTrail 
Senior School News
Last week a handful of our Grade 11 girls trekked deep into the heart of the Hluhluwe–iMfolozi Game Reserve, 
away from all home comforts and technology, along with expert guides on a Wilderness Leadership School 
trail, founded by Dr Ian Player (well-known South African conservationist). In the words of Dr Player, ‘On trail 
we are guests of the natural world; we are humbled by wilderness, in awe of its complexity, power and beauty. 
Outside of this our egos rule.’ The impact of 5 days on a trail with only the clothes on their backs, a sleeping 
bag and some food is significant, and every year our Grade 11s truly benefit from this life changing experience.

Jamie Bateman (Grade 11) says, “Ever since I was small, the thought of animals excited me and I have loved 
absolutely everything about the bush. We go to the Kruger every year with my family but I have never been 
able to truly experience the bush on foot. The Wilderness Trail gave me that opportunity and not only with my 
friends but with my dad too. [Mr Bateman very kindly stepped in at the 11th hour when one of our staff 
member leaders had to isolate for Covid-19.] Wilderness was such a special trip, which I would do again in a 
heartbeat. The whole experience from sleeping under the stars to bathing with crocodiles was really 
something out of the ordinary. I loved every single moment and it honestly is an adventure that anyone would 
be lucky to go on.”  



Last week our Grade 8 and 9, 2022 girls received the exciting news that from next year, they would be going 
digital! After much consideration, research, consolidation and planning we are eager to embark on this new 
digital journey. We strongly believe in enriching and inspiring each girl to reach her full potential and it would 
be remiss of us if we did not embrace the changing world of education and the future.

We are going to be adapting our teaching styles and learning capabilities by introducing devices for all Grade 8 
and 9 girls from 2022. There are a number of reasons we have opted for this, which include;
• Upskilling our girls’ technological ability and digital citizenship
• Better preparing for unexpected interruptions
• Embracing technology and new teaching methodologies, such as a flip classroom approach
• Empowering our girls to develop enquiring minds by having a tool that makes access to current   
              research easier               
• Better equipping our girls for tertiary education 

We believe that the benefits of this include:
• Supporting individualised learning styles
• Providing real time feedback to learning
• Providing a safe environment for our girls to engage with their teachers
• Preparing our girls for a future which is filled with technology

Professor Craig Blewett (Senior Lecturer at the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
who has a PhD in education technology and is the developer of the 
Activated Classroom Teaching (ACT) model) explains it very well when he 
says: “A Grand Prix supercar essentially consists of the same components 
as a consumer car – wheels, engine, suspension, etc. The difference is the 
supercar is carefully constructed to perform at incredible speeds. 
The same is true when it comes to transitioning to digital teaching and 
learning. The difference is not the technologies we are using, but how 
we construct these technologies to empower incredible teaching.”

 To this end, staff development and personal one on one consultation will be given to our staff for their specific 
subjects to adjust to utilising technology more efficiently in the classroom. The teacher really plays an incredi-
ble role in constructing the material in a meaningful way while using technology. The teacher is the architect 
behind the design.

On the development side of preparing for our device implementation in 2022 we will upgrade our Wi-Fi access 
points and have completed a Wi-Fi heatmap of the school’s classrooms to identify weak signal areas.  All Senior 
School classrooms will have new projectors installed which can connect wirelessly to the teacher’s device. 
Teachers’ devices will also be upgraded to include a stylus and touch screen so that digital marking is possible.

Mrs Lisa Akerman, Head of IT – Academics at St John’s D.S.G. concludes, “This journey we are on is to continue 
to provide a holistic, quality education that empowers our girls and provides a strong foundation for them to 
achieve their potential.” 
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Let's Get Digital...

uHambo Update  



uHambo 2021 is all systems go! As a result of Covid-19, last year’s uHambo had to be postponed, which now 
means that both the Grade 9 and 10 girls will be participating in this epic journey this year. This will make it 
the biggest (and the BEST!) uHambo we have ever organised, which will be double the logistics, double the 
organisation, double the preparation and of course double the fun for our girls and their leaders.

uHambo is a 3 week, 200km journey from the Drakensburg Mountains to Lesotho. During uHambo, the girls 
will be completely self-sufficient, carrying with them all that they need in the way of food, clothing and 
shelter. The intention of uHambo is to promote an opportunity to develop tolerance, gratitude, perseverance 
and endurance, while encouraging environmental awareness and respect. This enriching experience provides 
a brief respite from our fast-paced, often superficial, consumerist society. Another important aim of uHambo 
is to teach the girls the value of family, friends and ones broader community.

We took 10 of our leaders out for a “reccie” this past weekend to ensure that they know exactly where to go 
and to train them as facilitators for the trip. It was a fun weekend, with some icy temperatures and 
spectacular scenery!  

uHambo Update  

Some interesting facts about uHambo 2021:
•34.   The number of days that we will be facilitating 8 groups (2 August to 4 September.)   

• 160.  The number of girls taking part this year. This will be the largest number in the 14 year history of
              uHambo. 

•98.   The number of tents required.

This week saw the safe return of our Grade 9 uHambo adventures after an epic 3 week exploration in 
the Drakensberg and Lesotho mountains. Spirits remained high throughout, even when they had to be 
“rescued”  due to some rather chilly weather! It’s great to have you have you back, Grade 9s.
 
The Grade 10s are still out on their journey with the first their groups returning home soon

• 18.    The number of leaders going on uHambo 2021 – the greatest number ever required for this journey. 

•72.   The number of people in our support team. This includes adminstrative,  medical, emergency, 
              cycling, rafting, horse riding, farmers and St John’s D.S.G. friends and family members in the area. 

• 12.    The number of support and transport vehicles required for the duration of uHambo.

• 45.   The number of food drops that will be made to the groups.        
  

• 1 920.    The number of packets of noodles needed to sustain our girls and leaders.  

• 25 627. The number of individual food items that will be distributed to the groups. 
               



Catching up with Old Girl,  Aba Swatson 

 

Aba Swatson 
Old girls news 

What did you love most about St John’s D.S.G??
I remember interviewing at St John’s D.S.G. for Grade 8, and at the end of it, all I wanted to know was: “Will 
there be school trips?” I’m really thrilled that we had an opportunity (sometimes more than one) each year to 
travel and learn about History and Geography, but most times it was really just to have sleepovers with our 
school mates. The most challenging trip of course being uHambo, which instilled a strong sense of discipline, 
resilience and leadership in me which are invaluable characteristics that I still rely on today.
 
I love the friendships that I made at St John’s D.S.G. and the relationships I formed with my teachers. Most 
notably, Ms Beattie who I’m still in contact with today. I love that I was pushed to explore not only the Sciences 
but the Arts too. I was able to develop passions at school that I still hold close to my heart today. The school 
helped me to hone my strengths and overcome obstacles that I placed before myself. The friendships I created 
have stuck with me until today and I’m grateful for these. I’m grateful that St John’s D.S.G. was a safe space for 
me to grow and form the foundations of who I am today.

What does success mean to you and how did St John’s D.S.G equip you for life after school??
Success to me means having the courage to believe you can live a full life (no matter how many tries you take or 
how long it takes you to get there) and the discernment to step away from anything that is not in alignment 
with the goals you set for yourself. I think I left St Johns D.S.G. having developed a good work ethic, a strong 
sense of community and a healthy exposure to leadership.

What advice do you have for our current girls and their families?
 This piece of advice stems from my own experience and is really targeted at anyone who might relate. I grap-
pled a lot with my own sense of identity as an adolescent/young adult and at times felt like a bit of an outlier at 
school. I would say to the girls that senior school can be quite tough because you’re going through a lot of 
changes and trying to figure out who you are and how you fit into this world, as well as striving to excel
academically or in sports. So, go easy on yourself. Try to be mindful and give yourself grace when you need it. As 
cliché and cringe worthy as it may sound: don’t give up, things really do get better with time.
 
Parents, be supportive of your girls as they navigate young adulthood and be patient with their respective 
journeys. Cheer them on with every little achievement and marvel at how they bloom over the 5 years! I found 
that St John’s D.S.G. was a school that really paid attention to the holistic well-being of its students; it was 
definitely a worthwhile experience.

Currently working on the frontline, Old Girl Aba Swatson (Class of 
2011) is an outgoing lady with a passion for life and all that it has to 
offer. She values her family, friends and her personal well-being and is 
always striving to be better.
 
Aba left St John’s D.S.G. to study Medicine at UCT. She then went on 
to complete her 2 years of Internship in Durban and finally finished 
up with her Community Service year at a rural district hospital in 
Northern KwaZulu-Natal. During these years, Aba tried to inject her 
passion for travelling and the arts in order to balance out the 
intensity and sometimes consumptive nature of her career. All this 
hard work has definitely paid off as she is now a qualified Medical 
Officer saving lives!
 


