


What sets us apart
Small School

Being smaller than our competitor schools, we are a close-knit community, 
giving our girls a real sense of comfort and belonging.

Caring and Nurturing Environment
We cherish our girls and genuinely care about their wellbeing and futures. 

We aim to create a safe space for growth by offering support, encouragement and acceptance.

Big Heart
We are gentle-natured, but also bold, brave and resilient. We have both grace and grit. 

We exude kindness, compassion and empathy, as well as strength, courage and confidence. 

Down to Earth
We have real depth and substance to our characters. We understand what makes 

us special, and we use these qualities to serve others, rather than elevate ourselves.

Empowering Education
We enrich our girls with a balanced, quality education that provides a solid 

foundation for their futures and equips them to become leaders in their chosen fields.

We Cherish Individuality
Each girl is special in her own, unique way. We celebrate all talents, 

passions and achievements that our girls pursue at, and outside of, St John’s D.S.G.

To enrich and inspire individuals within the St John’s D.S.G. community 

to reach their full potential.

Our purpose
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Years ago, our Prefects – now Old Girls – described St John’s D.S.G. as a “small school 

with big heart.” This phrase resonated so much with our girls and staff at the time, that it 

‘stuck’, and to this day, it so perfectly encapsulates the ethos of our very special school. 

One only needs to spend a few hours at St John’s D.S.G. to see this “big heart” in action. As 

staff, we are privileged to witness it daily. We see the grit and determination of our girls as they 

work hard to achieve goals they never expected they could. It warms our hearts to watch the 

“tackle-hugging” that takes place when our Senior School girls excitedly celebrate one 

another’s achievements. We beam with pride when we hear enthusiastic cheering for team-

mates – especially those needing encouragement - from the sidelines of the sports field. We 

love seeing our younger girls walking through the school hand in hand, and older girls demon-

strating kindness and compassion to a friend who just needs a listening ear, a shoulder to cry 

on, or a big “bear hug”. The love, care and affection for one another at St John’s D.S.G. is 

tangible.

We hope that as you glance through these pages, reflecting on another exciting and fulfilling 

year in our school’s wonderful history, that you too, get a glimpse of our “small school with 

big heart.”
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Message from the
Editors

With love

Years ago, our Prefects – now Old Girls – described St John’s D.S.G. as a “small school with big heart.” This phrase resonated 
so much with our girls and staff at the time, that it ‘stuck’, and to this day, it so perfectly encapsulates the ethos of our very 
special school. 

One only needs to spend a few hours at St John’s D.S.G. to see this “big heart” in action. As staff, we are privileged to witness 
it daily. We see the grit and determination of our girls as they work hard to achieve goals they never expected they could. 
It warms our hearts to watch the “tackle-hugging” that takes place when our Senior School girls excitedly celebrate one 
another’s achievements. We beam with pride when we hear enthusiastic cheering for teammates – especially those needing 
encouragement - from the sidelines of the sports field. We love seeing our younger girls walking through the school hand in 
hand, and older girls demonstrating kindness and compassion to a friend who just needs a listening ear, a shoulder to cry on, 
or a big “bear hug”. The love, care and affection for one another at St John’s D.S.G. is tangible.

We hope that as you glance through these pages, reflecting on another exciting and fulfilling year in our school’s wonderful 
history, that you too, get a glimpse of our “small school with big heart.”

Mrs Sarah Cole-Edwardes & Mrs Danielle Ashton
Marketing





It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2018 edition of our school magazine, Heartbeat. From developmental and 

sustainability perspectives, it has been another highly successful year with numerous additions and improvements to our 

infrastructure, and pupil numbers at an all-time high. However, it is the smiles on the faces of the girls, staff and parents, 

combined with the warmth, sincerity and devotion of members of our community, which remains our greatest quality. 

As our 2018 Matrics prepare to leave this safe nest which has become their home, like young eaglets ready to face the real 

world, we watch them prepare to take off with a mixture of pride and a hint of sadness, knowing that they will be missed. 

This, however, creates a natural void, so that the next group can step into their shoes and leadership positions, and test their 

skills and develop character on our magnificent sporting facilities, in our warm, homely boarding establishment, and on 

various academic and cultural platforms. I hope that this magazine will allow you to reflect with pride on another outstanding 

year of achievements, and perhaps bring a tear to your eye as you reminisce. 

Mr Simon Moore

Principal
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A new school year brings with it renewed energy, anticipation, and perhaps a challenge or two – and 2018 has been no 

different. As you journey through these pages, you will experience the many learning opportunities, sporting, outreach and 

cultural events that our girls have had the privilege of contributing to. In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV), we read: “Rejoice 

always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Truly encouraging 

words to reflect upon, as one looks at a year in the life of a school. The knowledge that all our experiences fall within God’s 

plan, give us reason to pray, rejoice and look back in gratitude.

The passing of Sister Mary-Evelyn at the age of 94, this year, shortly before celebrating her 60th anniversary of her Profession, 

gave us time to reflect on what a considerable contribution she has made to our school. Her dedication and passion will 

always be remembered. She has left us with huge shoes to fill! 

Each year, when the school magazine is released, there is always great excitement within the Junior School. The girls pour 

over their grade’s pages, reminisce and “relive” the moments! I am grateful to all the staff and girls, for their contributions to 

the 2018 edition of Heartbeat, and I wish you an enjoyable read.

Miss Petra Wiesinger
Junior School Headmistress

Junior School 
Headmistress

Message from the

Years ago, our Prefects – now Old Girls – described St John’s D.S.G. as a “small school with big heart.” This phrase resonated 
so much with our girls and staff at the time, that it ‘stuck’, and to this day, it so perfectly encapsulates the ethos of our very 
special school. 

One only needs to spend a few hours at St John’s D.S.G. to see this “big heart” in action. As staff, we are privileged to witness 
it daily. We see the grit and determination of our girls as they work hard to achieve goals they never expected they could. 
It warms our hearts to watch the “tackle-hugging” that takes place when our Senior School girls excitedly celebrate one 
another’s achievements. We beam with pride when we hear enthusiastic cheering for teammates – especially those needing 
encouragement - from the sidelines of the sports field. We love seeing our younger girls walking through the school hand in 
hand, and older girls demonstrating kindness and compassion to a friend who just needs a listening ear, a shoulder to cry on, 
or a big “bear hug”. The love, care and affection for one another at St John’s D.S.G. is tangible.

We hope that as you glance through these pages, reflecting on another exciting and fulfilling year in our school’s wonderful 
history, that you too, get a glimpse of our “small school with big heart.”

Mrs Sarah Cole-Edwardes & Mrs Danielle Ashton
Marketing












































































































































































































































































































































































